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Anoth<:r point thai ii bmuehi iq our notice iti Ihe Hi^dilh Ls thai 
Riiulullah ^ infijrmtd u% ihat any naft deed in Ruffiadhnrt is 
rewarded a$ much as a fardh in normal limes, whereas a fardti in 
Ruma^han carries |he reiAara nf seventy faraa'id of qiher Time^. 



OUR FAULTS 

Al [his poinl *e should pondK over our iba^dah. How- much 
impi^ri^iu-xdu wc fiiuch lt> jl in Sflmtf^A^in? How mtJch natl do we 
perform? Ai for fardh d^ed^ wt ab^crvi: lios^' numerous peoptc ^ho 
aittr h^>en^ t^aicn schn (sowtr — suhtwrh get back info bed with 
the resuh thai Fajr s^Laal goes by xvuhouT b^ing performed. Many 
perform it. tsut noc with jama'ah. It give^ ihe impri^ision thai we 
give shanks lo AUah for the fffl>d we had eaien al sehri by nftt 
perforf^ing the most important lardh or by no[ perfoTj:ning ii with 
Jama'ah. h remam^ i^womp^tte Ra^ululLab "^ ^aid that: 
^'Thcre is no^ajaaj lor those ne^^r Ihe masjid except in the masjid/' 

In ihe lilaab Maxa^hire Haq" w^ find that when a person, without 
any valid e^icuse, performs s^laat wiihoui jama'ah, the fardh ha^ 
beCTi |>ftformi;<h ht>wv'ver reunafd for the ^alaac as not received. 

Similarly, in numerous case\ al ibe Cime of ifcaar (boka) Maghreb 
^al^al i^ mi$s^, [ind many who do come to ihe masjid mi^^.che 
lakbKr al thi; bir^innirrg or miss the fim rak'ah. Matij people 
beciiise of ihe Taraweeh salaal even perform E^haa salaal before 
the tiitlfr. <Some do nol pay any alteiilion to salaal even in 

That h the way we look after our ibaadab in RumudhnK. Some- 
t^mi"^ iu order (o per'orni one fardh thr4x are (Jesiroyed. How oltert 
do we tiul sec tven Zuhf saUal Jjoing by b^:c[^us^: we are a-vltcp^ 
while Asr goes by because we are too busy buying, scJIing and 
cooking to prepplr Ibr ifta^n 

Ifsuchlslheca&c wiib theraraa'id.iben^i^ can imagine how much 
less iinp(>nant:ai4 given lo The nail atrtion-v. One find^ ^ha[ because 
of sleep, ^alaaiul Ishraaij (after sunrise] and SaJaaiud Duhn 

(bdore ntx>n» go by. Thtft whal jbout SalaatuI Avvwa^been (ju^t 



after Mpfhrib)? Here we find ourselves busy wllh JftMr and wh^n 
thinking aboul Taraweeh af[«r atwul an hour ibis salaal Too i^ 
wasted. Further we find Thai tor Salaacut T^bajjud the lime is Ihe 
same as thar tbr sehri wirh the result that Ihis too goes byr One may 
make a Ihousand excuses for noC finding time for these nawaa'flJ^ 
yet we see thai there arc many who do find (ht time lo do aJl ihest 
Ehaadah's during these prci^iDus moments. 

I personally had observed my usiaaz Mau'jna Khali! Ahmad RA. 
during many Kamadhans, He was A .veak, sickly person of 
advanced age but in spit? of chat he used to read one and a quarter 
juz of ibe Quroati, m nafi namaaz after Maghnb. Thereafler he 
used to eat for about half an hour- After performing a1[ other 
necessities in preparation for Taraweeh salaah he used to stand ui 
Tiraweeb for aboul Iwo and half hours while Ln India, and for 
ihref hours while residing in Medina Munawwarah^ Thereafter be 
used 10 sleep for about two or Ihrte hoars [according to the season). 
Then again he used lo recite the Q^raan In fahajjud salaaf unlil 
about half an hour before Fajr^ Then he ale sehn. From thai time 
until Fajr he remained bUiy with readingof the QurMw or reciiing 
of wazJfaSr With the greyneSS of dawn he performed Fajr salaat, 
whereafter he remained m meditation (muraaqabah) until ishraaq. 
Having performed ishraaq he used to write his famous kitaabn 
'Bailul MajhtKjd' commentary on Abu Da-iwood. Then he normaUy 
attended fo letters and dictating replies- From Asr until Magnrib 
he used to be busy with thitikmg and answermg^be queries of those 
who visited him. When he contpJeted Bailul Majhood' he used to 
lie busy studying some monumental reiigious works- This was hii 
daily programine throughout the year. It] Rumadhiirf however, he 
used to spend a bit more time m his ibaadah, making the rak'abs 
longer Our tnher great ^aindy men used to take the same care or 
even more- ShaikhuJ Hind Maul ana Mahmoodul Hassan 
Irahtnatullahi alaihi) used to remain in nafl salaat from after 

larawcch until Fajr. while also listetnn^ to the Qur'aan recited by 
various huTlaaz one after the other, 

Maulana Shah Abdurrahim Raipuri (d l%7f remained busy with 
ttlaaitah {recitation) ol tht Qutma day and night throughout 
Ram^dhaFi, There used to be no time for attending to correspon- 



dcnce or me^in|( visit dts. Only ht^^'i^ry sp^'ipL ones were alloucLL [o 
wail on him aftexTaiawteh tors shorl period while hedr^nk d cap 
of Wa. 



ADVICE 

The reason tor ment inning tht manner in which ihese ^ainfly onti 
spenl Hieif Rumudhun is nol that s^t may^usi read ttjthout deriving 
snybenefil- lliswritltfLi^ich theohjecl thai wcinouro^T? way may 
build up courage and lo Ihc best of our ahihly endtra^our to copy 
and follow their noble examples. How wonderful would il be tt 
those who are not forced by worldly necessities, try their iilTnosi fo 
mtnd thejr religions lifr in ihis one month after having allowed 
eleven months of the year to deslroy themselves- 

As for those whcj have lo bejnibcit offices and in service at eight, 
nine or ten in the morning, what diff^^ulty will it he ft>r them if they 
ar iea^r m Ramadfi^n, spend the time from Fajr uutil their service 
lime by reciting the Qur'oayt After all for our worldly needs we do 
fmd lime in ^pllc of oflke hours^ 

As for thost engaged in farming, who normally are m no flnc's 
wrvite^ nothing prevents them from reciltng Iheir Qur'aun m any 
portion of iheir farm. Then comes the Uusinessmtnn shopkeepers 
and merchants- Nothing prevents ihem in Ra^isc^Aciii from recilsng 
their Qcjr'tidft during their shop hour? or cutting shoTi Trading time 
in order to make lime for [he recitation thereof After ^11 there es a 
ven" great Tinlc between Ramadhafi ind the tllaawah of Iht 
Qur'aan, Almost all Allah's great Divine Scriptures were revealed 
m thts month. Similarly the Qur'^nn in thi^ month was broughE 
down trom the Al lowhul Mahfu? to the Samaud Dunyaan From 
where it was revealed bn by bit to Rasulullah ^^ throughout a 
span of twenty three years. 

Nahi Ibrahim 4a!ayhis Balaam) received his stripfure^on tht twelFfh 
oreighteenthr Nabi Moosa^aLayhis salaaml received hisTowrah on 
the sixth. Nabi Eesa (alayhis salaam) received the [njeeE on The 
twelfth or thirteenth. From this we note the great connection 
between the Divine Scriptiires and ihe month of Ramadhan, Fw 



thh TeawTin as much tHaawah of Ihe Quraan should bt made a 
possible duririg ihi^ monlh. Such wa5 [he hab^t of out saimi* 
Jibra'il AS. used io recite the whole Qur'aun lo t^uf Nabi 
Muhammad W \n the month ctA^^maJAdn In some rtports it 
is Slated Ihat RasutulUh ftgr used lo recilc and ht {JibraU AS.) 
UKd fo listen. From jcuning these reports the ulama have sitO lhft< 
kiimustahpbtoreadlheQHraan t:i tucha manner th^t ^hiteone 
redoes ihf olhen listen. Thereafter inoiher recites while olhcn 
listen. So rficile the Quraan « much as possibkn Whatever lime 
ri:mains thereiftct should not be wuled, 

Ruulullah # drew our ait«niictfi lo Four mqre things and 
Advised lha( we should pradiK Ehcm as much as possible, Thcj are 
the rwilation of Kalima Tayyiba. Isltghfaar. begpng for paradise 
and seeking yefuge from Jahann^m- Wh« is iso difTicull about 
iLeepIng the tongue busy with therecitaikm of durood hsalaw±iAtr or 
LaailaahairialLaah while being enga^ in OUT dally tAsk^s? !n ihe 
^mcHifdith Rasulullah # said a few m«e things- R^tnaJh^n 
\i the monlh of patience. Hence even if great difficulty is 
experienced in fasting one should bear it with palience. One should 
Tiot complain as people att fond of dobs during hot days- 
SimilaTly^shDUlddLflieulty bee](perle[ic«daf [he time ot Taraweehn 
■ it loo should be bom* with patience Do not consider it a great 
calamity or trails olhcrfivise these deeds may be rejected by Allah. 
When we turn our bac^s Qn wnrdly things, forsake our vety calmg 
and drinkingn for the sake of earning Allah^s pScasuTe, then in Ihe 
faoe cf Allah's pleasure what are these diffkuLties? 



SYMPATHY FOR THE UNFORTUNATE 

Funher, the fladith stales That it is the month df sympathy, 
apeciallj for the poor And dcsEilutc- Sympathy should be of ^ 
practical nature- When len ihings are placed before us for ifiaar^ 
al \cvt two or four of Ihem shoutd be srf aside Fur the poor ihnd 
needy. They shouUl definitely be t-cmembcied- lt\ ^hi^iAing 
sympathy for the poor, as in all olher matters, the bahaabd were 
living eiamplei, and inlhis, it isourduly lofolkpworal least try to 



fotlo^^ [^etn 1-^t (i^ Eee iht folb^vifig eJt:tit^plc: Abu Jihm WA. 
reldies inal cLurnic i"*? h^trle nf Varmouk he weni in search oi his 
cousin lakm^i^LUi hLmil>sigofiA3tcr so jisLogivehiTniOilrink and 
wash his wounds it rie was fuuncL slivt anJ wounded- He found 
him l>in^ limon^ |hc ^oandttl. "When 1 asked him whcrht-r ht 
wanted 5omewiier, Iw indicaiedn 'Yi:^". At thai moment sonieone 
near him moaned My cousin p&inttd to thai person indicating ihal 
1 should first qucnLh the ih its! of the neij^hbour I v^cnl lo him and 
fouTSd ihil he ttKj nctdtd ^'attin bu| jtist av I was abotil lo give him 
water, a third person ^roanc^d near him. "I htr second one pointtd In 
this Ihifd one m»nin^ chat I should give the third one lo drink 
first- T went Torhcth;rd of^ebuc bert>rL: he could drtnk, [ found Ihal 
he had passed aii^iiy v.hereapnn ] reiurned tu [he second one only 
to find thdC he [on had paiiw^J a^ay". When [ came lo my cousin, he 
loo hud b<^COnle d mart>T." 

This is the typeoiijmpathetac character our foiirt a ihers had^ May 
Allaf^ he plejised with ihem all and grant us ability to [ol]i>>t in their 
footsteps 

In anoTher Mattiih if U slated Ibat whosoever feeds the hungry, 
clolhto Ihe naked, and granli tcEuge to ihe tMvcllcr, Allah shall 
save him from the terrors of Qiy^amah. 

Yahya Qarmaki uwd to granl Imaam Su^aan Thowri one 
ihoLi^and Dirbams ev^ry month, whereupon Imaam Sufyaan used 
10 ptOifrait himidf belore Allah praying: "O Altah. Yahya has 
seen sufficttnlly lo my worldly needs. See You, through Your Greal 
Mercy, to his neces^ilies in ihe Herearter" After Ihe death of 
Yahyasome people ^a"w him in ihdr dreams and on mquiring what 
had happened lo hfcm a: Ihe Hereafter, he replied: Through ihe 
prayers of Su^a^n I have been forgiven by Allah." 

Further. Rasulullah ^ mentioned the virloe of feeding a 
fasttng per^i^n at the lime ol breaking Ihe,^^^ En one Hadifh U is 
r*poned thai upon him who feeds a pErMn l^ break th^/ast out of 
his halaal earnJfig$. the angels spread mercv: and on the niRht of 
LaymbtulQadarJibrall AS- shakes hands wilh him. fhe sign u! this 
is thai his hear; becomes "voR whtle fears freely flow from his eyes- 



Hammaad bin Salamah, a very famous muhaddhh used In feed 
fifry people every daj dunug Ramadhan at Iflaarn I'Rahul 
flayaan')- 

Thereifler. the Hadirh of Hasulnliah ^ called Ihe lir^l sccTlon 
of Riimadhan the coming of Mercy, whereby il Is meani EhaT 
Allah's favour is w.ih the believers. ThoM who ace Ihankful to 
Allah for His bounlies, receive more. The Qur'aan says: "If yon are 
Ihankfut. ! wUt surely gronS y<yu mure." 

During ihe second section of Rumudhiin forgivenLSi birgins to 
descend as a reward forthcfaatiiigdiirine the [irsl sediun. The lasl 
seclLon of Ramadhan brings imm unity Irom eilfrate Into 
jahannam. This is corroborated by many simiJar Ahaadi(h fii my 
personal opinion Ramadhan has been divided into three sections 
because people arc normally of :hree dcffereni }^inds. Firsdy, ibcre 
are 'hose who have no burden of sins. For (hem diirinp ihe ^'ery 
beginning of Ramadhan Allali's Mercy and boufHies descend. 
Sccondlv, there are thoiC Urboje hurden of sin^ aie ni>t fno hcnvy 
Hot iJiem foreiveness descends after one third of Rumudhan has 
pas«d. Thirdty, there are the real sinnel^. For them lorgivenes 
cortii?i after having fasted the major section q\ Ramadhati As \oy 
those "lio aiiaincd Allah's Mercy righf at the begminn^, ihey are 
the ^ucc^sslul ones. tAnd Allah knuw& best). 

Anolher pnini menfiorii'd in (he Ahaadilh is ihaf masters should be 
leniem wiih llieir se^^[lnl^ m Rumadhtsr because, alter all. ihey loo 
are fasling, Uiiiiecc:h^;iry hard work or too much of U «iir be a 
burden [oihciii. So ■^li> should an extra worker nut be hired when 
work is too much? Thai of course only applies when the seivant 
himself fasts: olhehiise there is no difference for Them between 
Ru'tntdhtm and any other month. 

Uslly- iti Ihe Hadirh: Rasulullah ^^ exhoned thai four thingi 
should be repealed constantly. Firstly: The recitation of Kalima 
T»y)ibLi. which in Ihe Ahaadiih is called the hiEhcsr form of ziki, 
III Mishkaai Abu Saeed Khudan -rV reports, "Oiici: Nabi Mooia 
<alayhii saljam) begged ol Allah lo uranl hini a speciaf prayer by 
wjhich he can remember Allah and also ask him,' Tli*n Allah 
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HADITH >0^ 2 



Abu Kiir^irah uS* rclale; fhal RasuluHah lyt ^aid: "My 

Lmmah wtrc given five lEiings whcch were not given ro anyone 

exi-cpi ihim. For ihem, rhe smell tmm ihe oi^iulh nf d faMing 

fKrrsjn i^ niort i*e€rer fn [he sight ol AHah [han lh<: IragranT iinaM 

^itmu^k On rheir behalf Ihc t'lsh in the sea'sttk lorgivtJii^^s iinril 

ihtjbPtaliihtJi/dsj Allah prepaEPsaiirtdeturates^ special j^ardcji 

inJannahi'vervday andihenj^aysUoil) TheiinitK near whtn My 

lailhruf .cP.anl* ihall casl a^dc (he grtar iriaU {of ihe ^orld; and 

c<imi- [o y,iu/ In thh monih [for IhemI tvil-miiidtd iliayiaLfn K 

chained ^o as noi lo fcuh unio thuu: evils lo ^hich Ihey iiormali/ 

readiiluniiKmhiermomlii, blades ^af^PuJAj/M, On ihc laisT ni^hn>f 
Hamuilliiin ihev jre Icjri^iven." 

The sahaaha rhcTciipnn fficjuirc-d; "O Messenger (il Allah, i^ [hy[ 
la.,n,p^hiI«rA-n-/0.^^r''Kasuluhah ^ replied: "Na But h is 
only rtffhi rhai a tcrvanr should he >:WeTi hii rL-ard on hai-in,' 
Mmpteted his iwvws, ' 



COMMENTARY 

Rti^ulullah j^ mcnlhons m iht Hudit/i live sucti presenli from 
Allah which were nol granted lo Ihc fasLing people hefcre isJaitir 11" 
L^nty we can Iruly appretialt how greai ihLS bounty from AlJah 
really k, and if only wtr Lould sincerely iry lo gain those special 
favours. Firitly, wd art- lold rhaJ the imell from ihe rpoulh of the 
failing out is mflre beloved and swccler in Allah's sight Ihan ihc 
smell of musk- ThecommenUfors mention dghl mcamngs lo Ihii, 
Of [hese. Ihree are the most acceplabte cxpkndlions: U) Some are 
of the opinion That in The Hereafrer AlJ^h shan reward Ihai smell 
Irom [he mouEh wiih frdgrsnl scenls more sweel and pleasing than 
musk (b) On ihe day of Qiydamah when we shall rise from the 
grave such a sweet smelT shall emanate from Ihe mouth of those 
who fasted which sht-H be belter than musk. (Durre Manlhurt 
1c) The version which in my opinion is most acceplable, is lh« view 
that in the world Ihe smell is more fragrant than musk. This shows 
the bond of love between Allah and His fasting creaTures. 

Wc all know ihat even a bad smell from one whom one loves Iruly 
and sincerely is in ilseif beloved inlhesighlof [helovetn who in Ihis 
case [s Allah Himself. Faslingis one of Ihe mosi accepted forms of 
ibaadah in Allah's sight For Jhts reason the Hadith slates that the 
rpwatd for every deed is brought bytheangels.bm Allah says: "Tht 
rcr^iard for fasting, I Myself will give, because it is for Me alofit/' 
Another version of lhesameWd*/iV* (when read in a different way) 
sayi: "J Myself become his reward-" And what greater reward can 
there bf tor Ihe lover Thati to gain the Beloved? In one Maditii we 
re^" "Fasting i^ the door lo at! other forms of ibaadah." This 
means that through lasting the heart becotnes enlightened through 
^^hidj one s desire is awakened towards Allah. This is the case only 
il fasting becomes fasting in the true sense of Ihe word with a|] its 
requirements ias shall he explained later), and not just remaining 
hungrj and ihirsty. 

NOTE: Ai this juncture 1 wish lo draw allemion lo one poinL 
Qeeatase of ihis Hi^difh some imaams (especially Jmaam Sh^fl'ee) 
piohibiied cleansing of teeth with mis^^aak iti the afternoon. 
\ihereas the Hanafis consider it to be muslahab at all limes- The 
inuamS reason ihal through miswaak the siriell from the leelh is 



Tf^movLtl, whrreas Hanali^ mainiain ihal ihe odour Telqrred lo here 
is The Mfldl resulting Iroin |he sloraach betng empiy. having 
nolbinu In do willi miswa^b- 

Thci^ccond speciaTfavour'i? Thai fish in Ihewa make Utighraar Ibr 
him who lasls. 'Vhe aim here is lo e»;p1am Thai many beings ofler 
prayer on his behalf My uncle, Maulana Muhammad Myaas RA. 
jsed to ^ay Thai [his i« apparently so because Allah says in iht 
Quruiiii: "Verily Ihose who believe and do righleous deeds, Allah 
shall makelhem beloved (in ihis worldl." One HuUiih clanHes This: 
"When Allah loves a person. He iSys to Jibra'il: '[ love Ihal peiMn, 
you should also love him. ' Jibra'il then also love? thai perwn and 
announces in the heavens; "Thai person is loved by Allah. You all 
should love him." Thereupon all (he inmates oftde heaven? begin 
lo love him. Then, luvt lor ihat person spreads on earth," Normally 
only Ihose who are near to a person seem lo love him but here thai 
lovespreads all over, even the animals in the jungles and the t^sh in 
[he sea do the samt They all Then pray on his behalf. 

The ihird favour bestowed on the fasting ones is that Jannah 
becomes decorated for Them. Another Htxdith stales Ihat at Ihe 
beginning ol every year. Jannah begins lo be adorned for 
RumoJimii. We fcnow Ihat when a great person is expected lo 
arrive, great care is taken in [he preparations for his coming. Al the 
[]me of marriage for example, preparations commence months in 
advance. Likewise tl is with Ramadhan.' 

The fourth ^vour is thai Ihe rebellious, evil sowing sH^iytaan are 
chained, (detained), as a result of which evil is dLminished. One 
would expect that because of the great desire for ibaadah in the 
blessed month of Ramadhan. shaytaan would try Just as hard to 
pull Ihe faithful from iheir path so thai much more evil would be 
committedr That is not the case. On the contraiy we ^ec so much 
less evil. How many drunkards do we not see who just because of 
the blessed manlhQfRamat'Adndo not drink any wine. How many 
other evil doer^ do wc not see casting a^de evil just because of Ihc 
blessed month tiXRamadhQn. A question may arise here, that when' 
the shaytaans are fhaine<l. how is it that we still do see evil 
o^mmitied even ihoizgh to a lesser degree? Our reply is ibal ev11 



miy not necasarily be caused by the shaytMn^ Having for eleven 
months lLv«d in obcdkncc to shaytuin's whims ^nd wL$h^ ^nd 
lxcau«ofihfcpcrfDrmanccofd«ds idvjs«d by him having becani^ 
»cond nature to u^i tvtl is being done in and out of R<^miidhua. 
For Ihis reason wc s« those who natmally commit evil do still 
commit some of it in Ramadhart- Thus rven ihou|[h shaylaan has 
been chained, his influence in ub has become so strong thai on our 
own accord we follow bis paih^ 

Another answer lo thfr quesELon K: Rasulullah ^ said thai: 
"When a person commits a sin, a black spot fom^s on hit heart. 
When he sincerely repents, ir is removed, olhervtise il remains^ 
When ht agatn coinmits a sin another spot forms uniil his heart 
becomes compleldy black- Then no good c^n re^qh his heart/* 
Referring lo Eh is Allah says iFi the QiAr'oan: "By no m^ur^S- Buf on 
their hearts is the stain (of ike ///A" Thai their hearts have become 
totally rusTed. In such cases these hearts Ljave a nAlOfal indm^^lioiL 
toi.vardii sin. This is the rea^n IhaT many peopJe fearlessly com mil 
one type of sin, hui yel if confronted with another iin tjE similar 
mv-gniliide then iheir hearts reptidlate it. Like those who drmk 
wine, if told to eat pork^ they delest h. Whereas in sin these two 
misdeeds ate cqua]. Similarly, when ihejc sms are con Stanley 
commilcd Oiit ^f Ramadhon. ihe hcrnl ts timed by them. Ihus 
resulting in Ihe^e sjns being commited wiihuul Ihe presence of the 
shaytaan. My personal opinion is that not all shaytaans are 
chimed- Only the most rebcHioui ohl-s are. A]] nf us can si.^e thai in 
Rii^rnoiJircin il does not rcqijirc a great amount uf tlTorr and 
exertion to d" any good deed Neither does It require a great ieit 
COntrd and sacrifice to avoid evU as in other nmei. Mauiana Shah 
[ihaaq wa* of the o;^ln^n that for ihe evit ones only the most 
rebellious sha^taans are chained ^^hercAs For the righteous ones all 
^aytaans are chained. 

The Liftb favotir ts that forgiveness i^ granted nn Ihe tttiat nighl of 
Ratnadhtjfi <ier previous H^dith); because nF this great lavour the 
^ahaaba ihoughE Ihatn that musl be Layhtui Qudr, ihcy knew ihe 
^rcat blcthSiniiis of thai nlghl and accordingly asked whelh^^r Ihpl 
'^^a^Luyiiitui Qi^dr The reply was thai is ^^a5 no[ This is merely the 
favour granted tor hAvinK jjiven Ramudhun ilsdue nehl Lo the end. 



;^>i ^y Ui .^T :Jli ;^jj ^^1 iJi -i;,^^ ! .-!■' 
.i,j - .^1 -.^ 'Wr' .^•^. ^ l-"-^' ■>' ^' "•-«' 



HADITH NO. 3 

«..bbinU],a«^ .cbKs"R™l..ilah .-ff "id^ "Com. near lo 
Tht- n,irab.. ■ A.d -. can,. n.=r yW m.mbar. When h. amended 

,he scc..d ^.cp he ..id: "Aa-neen-. Wh.n h. ^«^"''=1'^" '^' ^. 
s.c[> he .Jidr "Aamccn- Whtn h. descended -c .skI^ O Ra."! ol 
Albh we h.v.. he^rd Ir,™ ycu loday sdmcihing whieh «e nc.cr 
^rd ^U..." He v.,d -(When 1 ..cendcd . c -';2'il''^ 
an|K:.red b^li.rc me .nd .aid: W.^ lo h,n, -ho faund the bl««d 

rC'ness.- UpoKIha, . said: ■■Aa^..n". When 1 „^.nded ,he 
«^,nd ,.ep, he .aid: "W,* ,0 h,m belbre whom .h, name , 
men.i,.ned and Ihen docs nm reau dutopd (sala-aa.) » you . 1 



replied: "Aanieen" VJh-:ji I a^ci^nriert tliclhird step hc^jid; "Woe 
unlohtm in whow pi-esencf lii'i parenis or One tif Them atrajn oM 
age. and {rhrough faJliin? tu y:rvc ihem) is nol allowed To enter 

Jdnnah." I said ■'Aameen".' 



M 



rOMMEriXAKY 

In IhLs Htixixth u appears [hat Ifhra'H aiayhti ialaatn espreii«I 
three curses tipon which Ra!»u[ii!l3h 1^ said; 'Aam«n" ever 
tknc. In Durrc MaiilhLJt- ic is reported (hat lihra'il AS. commancled 
Ra^utullah # to say Aamteft. Being an au^el (jK sudi hi^ 
s»Lunu. J>braM AS \ dti^As Ct^r *be acceptance of hi^ carsei are 
SOretO be acecpied. May Allah in Elii infinite Mercy grant us help 
and save «S ftwn ihcw dane^t^- 

TheTrrst person lindflhtfrt^ulf In Ktfftrircfftt^fi- the m^^nrh of bleiaings 
a.nd righteousness, and sdU ^pcndi the days in sin and disregards 

his duties. [htJS cLoe^ noc gacn ItJigivenes^. /^^ne^JJi^;r is Iht month 

trfAllah's Mercy and il (hii^ mt^nih is ^penl in e\"tl and ncfiheence, 
then hoM uitn he expect |n ht pardoned lor his sins? If he cannm 
gain AHah\ pleasiiffl isi Ro^i^udlu^u, then when uili he"^ Moreover, 
iai Ri^^f}od/}iUt numerosis opporlitniltes ar^ iuund lor forgiveness. 

The second tinfhrtttnMe pfr-^on « he >^Jio hear-^ Rasnlulbh'^ ^ 
name nu^itsont^l sntl yt:[ diM^i jitn tetift <1tirood on him For this 
reasqn \usnt^ itUnsa eonssdt^t" it waajib to read duroixl whenever fhe 
name Muh.inimad ( Hg: )is menttoned- Jn some Aha^diFh 

the person s^ho bili (o do so k cy}l^ an tinforTunale and a mker 

Al somt places such people are even meniiotted among thosti who 
losi the way lo Jannah, or am^n^ those ^ho ^ill eniet^ Jahannam, 
and rhosc who will nor look upon the blessed face of 
T?.T^^jlLtlLTh ^ The nbmj give u^ dif(erc?tif Inlerpretarlon^ of 
ihese AhtiMdith Tht fa^^t stall remains thai faHurt to t^ead durood is 
indtul ^cry uialortuciatc;. And '^hy nol"^ Alter all said and rtone. the 
favours b«(owed upon this unmufi through R[isLj]L]]lah ^ are 
of ^lich a nature thae neiihev pens nor lectures can do justice in 
describcn^ them^ His fiivtucrs on tts are indeed great. On the other 
haiitl the re\^£iriJ for rturood <^ala^^aa[) es tremendous The Hadiih 



ceachc^ us that- Wlu^ioevqr recit4]s one iJurood on 
Rjstjlutlah "jt , i>n hini A!]ah ^ends rtn mercit]^ and Inr hirn Ihe 
Mjlj^k'ikiih make tluaa. All hi^ ^ins arc forj^Lven, his ranV is 
tk^^'^ttrrt. rc^;itd is received at^ much as Mount Uluid, ant" on his 
hchal!' K[isulullJh "^ shill iMerccd?? Ishalaa'all on ihc day of 
Oivaam:ih^ FuTthet promises ol rewatd are: Altaining Altah's 
pleasure, nicro smd mimunlry ^^alrt\c Hi\ an^er; ^afttj; from the 
Iv^rrtn-^ ot Oiyii^mah- seoinj[ one's promised place tn Ininnsih even 
while nn Ihis ttirih. Bc^idc^ Ihtws there i\ the promise ot nol ever 
being Troubled by poverty and need, fhe promi^ u[ help againsf 
cntmiei^iEtd tht promiic olheLng the beloved ol aihtri. Ihtr ulama 
oJFiqh have sLiid Ihal il isfardh loreeiiedurood al least once in a 
^jfetimcH^hileh is ttaajib lo recile Ihe same every ttme the namt of 
Ra^ululhih yff h EtiLM^[h>iied. Some sa^ il is mustahab. 

The third pcfsofl is That in *hosc presence one or bolh of his 
parents reach old age and yt:t he i^ unable lo gain Jannah through 
failure lo scry^ ihtm. The tihma have staled that in e>ery 
pein]]iiib]i: ati it If compafiorj to ^^bey their cotnnjand^r One 
should noi hz disr^specitul lo ihem, bul be-humble even Chough 
ihtry be non-btli^ver^ Nt^Uhcf should one r^ise hU v^ice above 
theirs, nor address Ihem by (heir namci- Wlien they have to be 
called 10 ihe f^ciod arK] prohibited from evil, ti shoitid be done ^\\h 
iofmeiis. even if ihey refuse to accepl. Al all limes they should be 
honourt.^ and respectedr In a Had^lh il is relaled- 'The best of 
doors enleringJannnh k the iaihirr If you wish, loot after h ^Tid if 
you wibh de^lfkrv it/' A ^ahaabi inquired frt^m Risul^jllali jgr : 
"Whitt are Ihc nyht^ due toparent^/" He replied: "Ihuj- ^rc your 
l^tnnah and vour jj^hannam/' Further il h staled in Ihe H<Aififh 
thai: "When an obedieTil ^c^n look;^ ^]Th ]Dve aiul dev^^tioi; lo his 
paretii^, the regard for That gaze shAll be Ihe same as for a 
maqbool laeeeptedf Haj.'* In another HuMih ji is slated thai; 
"Ap^in Irotn associaling other i^^^d^ ^^th AHah, Allah forgives alL 
sms as he pleases. However^ He inflicls the IribulalTons of dis- 
ebedicnce to pJirt]nt^ in thi^ world belorc death." A sahaiibi jiLLd: 
"OMtrssen^trot Allah, I want lo ^0 Kirjlhaad-" H^SLilulUh s^ 
asked: "'U your nioiher alive''" Hcrepl"ed: ^'Vei" R^iiUlulJah -'fr 
ihen ^aid: "Serve her, Jannah li::^ utuler her feel for you/' *The 
pleasure ot Albh hes in pleasing one's father, and Allah's di$- 
pleatnurelie^in displeasing_one*is faihet." From Ihu aUive U sh:iiild 

noi he deducted thai where parenis had not been properly ire?red 
and resperJed and are n-iw dead, Ihere k no other v.'ay oyl encepl 
Jahannam fov the childirn. In Shan'ah there is a way oat* The 
Hi$ditH teaches us thai in -iuch cases one should make much duaa 
and Islighfaar for Ihem, and by doing [hat, one "alII be counied 
among ihose who are obedteni- Another //as/iVA stares ihar ihe best 
one can do after one's lather's death i^ to treal his friends and 
companions in a ftiendly n^anner, m Ihefalhcr would have done. 






HADITH NO- 4 

Ubdada^ bin Shamir ^ reports th^i RasuluUdh ^ on? day 
said whtrn Rtimadh^n had drawn near. "The month of /f^na^JAd/i. 
|hf ihonTh oJ~ ble^sin^ ha^ com^ lo you, whrrcin Allah turns 
In^vards yoiE and sends down Iti you l-lts spi:ciAl Mercy, Forgives 
Taulls. accepis pravcr<i. looks at /out compelLtioh for The gre^lnt 
good Olid boasti lo ihe Mataa'ikah uver you. So show unto AITah 
tighlcousocvi tVoni yourselves^ For vtrily Ih^ most pitiable and 
unioriLinait^ one i& he who is deprived uf Allah's Mercj^ in this 
month.** 

COMMENTARY 

In This HMiitff wc read about Ihe spirit of campflilioTi among ttw 
believers, one trying lo do more good deeds ihata iht oihtn In oui 
(>wn home. I am greatly p[c^s«l On s«ing how The women folk vk 
^i!h each other. Ihe one irymg to recite more of The QurVitji Ihan 
the oihers. so Ihai en spife ot domestic responsibi Lilies lifteen To 
TftetiTy ju/ of Iht Qur'i^ar^ ii read by one daily^ I mennon ihts only 
out of a seti^e ot gratiludc to AlLah, menli nin^ His favour Eind nor 
to boasi. M^y Allah accept Lbeir and our deeds and increase us dll 
in gocxi deeds^ 



^^ ji, .0U-. ^ >. -iL^ .^. ^ir J -L^ JUJj ilL ;« 

HADITH NO. 5 

Abu Saeed Khudari *S* relates Ihpi RasuJuUah # said; 
"Everyday 3fid nighl of y^dfia^ftdn AHahsets free a great number 
of H^k Irom J^liAnnam At-d lor every MLi&lJm during everyday 
and ni^ht iTiere is a time when his duad Is certainly accepied," 

COMMENTARY 

Apanfrom lhis/f(vrfrVftrriere arc many others slalingthal Ihe duaa 
of a fastinfi person is muslajiab (accepted), (n one f/adifh we reM 
thai 1 til J LI a a i^ accepted al the tinii' of itiaar. The tsmum dujjal 
ij^aar i^: 

"O A/I^^h for Vfyu havi' r f'jsted, in You do I ht'in'w, tinJ oif Yon do 

I n^hiAxu! f^o**^' ! hrvok ih^i iusi ».'iih /iwK/ ^rjw/flfi /rom Yvn, " 

Abdullah bt^^ Amr 4^ us«d lo read Eh? Mowing duaa^ 

"0 Alt4ik I b<^ You, through Yovr injimt^ Mircy whirrk iurjv>uftdi 

In^omcbook^wcread Ihal R^sululbh % usedlo^ay: 

"O Ytw whoarvGrri^l iriBvurtli^s.fifrgii^me-" 

Rijmembcrlhal no special duM Jsfjj:csd. This rime (at iftaaT)isonfi 
^hcnduaa is accepleti- SubmJl iK^urc: Allah all your needs ^u6 if 
jou remember, then maki.^ duaa tor ine loO- 



^^^ ..^^^ o^^.j .J^^'i r'^y^} -M J^V^^ 'i*^>' 
j>j ::^;i .u^ --^^ ^^-^' ^ c^-> r^^ ^ '^^ 



HADITH NO. 6 

Abj Hurairah ^ reporls; RdSuluJIah :att said: "There arc 
Ihree people whose duaas are nol rejecled, ihe ld:>1iitg person unlil 
lie breaks ihe fasi; Ihe Ju^i ruler and rhe duaa of the oppressed 
whose duaa Allah Lift^ above The clouds and opens unio il rht doors 
of heavens, and Allah says; "1 s^ear by My honour, verily [ ^ha|] 
assisl you even though il may be after some lime." 



COMMENTAHY 

In Durrc Manthur il is reported from Aa'isha radhiyal'lahu anha 
ihal when Ramodhan appeared, ihe crJour of Rasulullah'^ f ^i^ ) 
face used [o change. Ke then used lo increase salaal, becamr even 
more humble in his duaas and had even more fear for Allah- 
Accurding io anolher report he hardly ever laydo^n in bed unli/ 
Rannntfuiii came lo an tnd. Further, il is stated thai ihe 
Malaa'ikah carrving the Throne are comnianded in Ramadhan tp 
leave everylhing else and redle "Aameen" to the djaas of Ihose 
who fusi- Nunifroiis are such Ahaadilh staling ihai Ihe fasling 
onc\ duaas are ans*eied. When Ahah has promised and Hh 
iruihtu! Nabi :'j* has informed us,, ihere should be no doubl 
^hJisiKver ahL>in ihe [mih of ihcse reports. Vti sirange It is, that 
:n ^p[|e of [hi^. v.*: smI[ fmd such people who apparenily do nol gH 
«hai ihey make duaa for. They ask and do not receive This does 
noi mean (hat rheir duaas have been rejected. One should ai ihjs 
point understand the meaning ol a duaa being answered, 

Rasulullah Jff informed us ihai ^hen j^ Muslim makes duaa lor 

anything Irom Allah, uiihyur having cut himself oft from his near 
o1 kill jnd on condition that he does not make duaa for any sinful 
ihm^. Ill- dcfinnelj receives one out of ihc foUo«lng three ihlngs; 
HegeiMhceiacUhmglor'ihichiiemadEduaa, Secondly, if i hat is 
not received. Allah eiihcr removes from his path some great 
calamiiy in exchange lor ihal uhich he desired, or [he reward for 
that thing tor ^hieh he made duaa is smred (or him in Ihc 
Hereahet, Atioiher HuJ/ih Glares (hat on ihe day ol Oiydamah 
Allahwi]|oallhLs^ervan<,artdsayfohim; "O my servant, I used lo 



commiind you to isk or Ml: jiiJ pr^jmised lo ans*er. Did you bcg ol 

Me'" ThL' servant 1^ III answer; 'Ve^ I [lid." Then ANah ?,hall reply 
Vou did nul pur lonh an? rizqiifti alik-|i had iiol been dccepied. 
Vnu madL-dudaihai a cfruh caldmity should be reiTnivi'd, ^hich [ 
did Ibryoiiin ihe worldly life. Yon m^diduaa Ihdl a ccnain ^orro* 
should bf casl ort you and ihe effect ol rhal somjw *as hot even 
known 10 you. For (hill i have Fiied for you ^jcb and sueh a 
reward" RasuiuUiih >^ say^ [ha[. ihaT iria;j shaJi again be 
reminded iiftach and every duaa. and bt; :,hal] bcihown how it had 
been rullllltd in tJie ^^orkl or ^.'hai reward had been iTored lor him 
in ihe Hereafter, When sL-i^ing ihai, he ^half wish Ihai not a single 
duaa oE hi^ should hdve betn answered on earlh. w ihat he could 
receive ihe full rewards unly in [he Hereafter. 

Yes. duaa h indeed sery imporlanl and lo neglecl it at any lime 
caubi:s Li^ great los5. And e^en when the oulward iigns seem lo 
mdiv-ite ihai our duaa is not answered, courage should not be losT. 
Note (bar Allah in answering duaas considers Hr^t of all our o*n 
good and welfare. *;hnj]d Allah Tmd Thai framing ihai *hich we 
beseech from Him is in our welfare and interest. He grams it. 
OiheraKc not. Actually i] is Allah's favour on us That ^e do not 
al*avs e^r what we ask for. for ^-ery often, because of our lack of 
understanding, we be? for such ihmgs *hich are nol benefurUI at a 
particutar lime. 

Once again I must draw your atientlon ro the facl thai men as well 
as women, suffer from a disease of cursing their chifdren in iheir 
anger and sorrows. Be very careful, [n the sight of Allah There are 
ctriairi limes when wb^rocr duaa Is made it is immediately 
answered. So here due to our stupidity, the child is cursed and 
when (he elTect of ihal same duaa comes over the child and tand^ 

himirttoacalamiiy, rlie parents goctying and wailing from side to 
side, RasululUh ^^ commanded us not lo curse ourselves, our 
children, possessions, or servanls. U is Just possible that that may 
be [he curse that is heard at a time when all requests are granted, 
especially in RamtiJhan. which s filtaj with such special 
musl;ijaab (accepted) momtnt^ Hence m ihls month great care 
shciukJ be taken. 



Ihii M^is (u^ ^ rcp^>tlii dis^i on tvery niglu ol Ram^dhun a taller 
fTiini Iht hea^L-ns tal]^ out- "O wu swker t>rgtK>d. conje nrafn O 
You M:<:ker of e^lU turn uway (Imm cvj) and upcn your tyei " 
Thereafter ihal an^d Mlh oul: "Is there any swker uf forgjvcnca 
rh-n h*: my> be l^>rKhen? li Ehcrc anyone making duaa thai his 
diLu^i ma% he hcfird?" 

LastK k sh[>old h* borne in mimj ihar tfitre art certain condimn^ 
i^tthichdu35sareaccepit!d. In the ahsenceol Theses dusa&m^y b* 

t>Tten rejected Amung lhc« is halaal ft^w?. Whrrr haraam h 
conMiniL-d duaa k not nieceplcd. Ra^ulullah SAW. iaid. "^^^lTly a 
^realh troubled ont in d[s[r ^ lifts up his hands to [he heavem 
makini^duji A. crying: 'O ANah O Albh." However the food he e^ts 
Ishar^am. what he drinks k haraani. hU tt^^ihes ^rt ofharaam and 
insue)>i.-asnhowe£nhi£duaa hcacctpttd'^" 

A ilor>ii related ahouta groiap of people in Kufa whose duaa used 
to be al^'^ys jns^erj^d. Whenever ^ rukr wai placed (jver [htmt 
they u-^ed lonlak^;a duao foracur^r upon tum which qukkly ^amc 
rade^iroyhim- Whtn Hajjaaj became rulet ihere, he Invited these 
people, amongst others, lo a feasi. Ah«r having ealen, he said: 
^'No^v- 1" am not afratd uflhcduaas for p( curse upon me for these 
peopjrhecause haraam foiK! has entered their stomachs." (At this 
Mige let us pondi-r over how mueh haraam is hting consumed in 
chtse rimes when people are even trying to make permisslbbc the 
earning of interest motley. We lind our people go \q far a( to Ihmk 
That bribery ^nd vhat is obtained from il is permis:»ibleH while ^uf 
tradetsverjoflcnwhen trading wiih people deceive ihem.) 






HADLTH NO. 7 

Ibn Umar ^^ rclarn Hasulullah F^ said: "Vtnly AlUh and 
His Malaa'ikih send Mercy upon tbo^e whu cai ithri Iw^^er — 



COMMENTARY 

How prcal i^ AUah*s favour upnn u^ thut trvLn Ihe panuttng of \'w^ 
in ihe niorning bclorc diwi^ h^ io grandly rewardid. TliLTt jfl- st^ 
itiany Ahaadilh in which The virtues of ^ehri arc (!K[3oitiiclt.d jnd 
rewards Tnenliontd- AUajma Ainy — Commenlator oai BuVh^rj — 
yalhered sa many oJ ihr^c iba( ^evenfeen pages of hii* biH>k ^ltc 
fihcd. All ubtna are agreed on ils being muslahab- M[tny dtprhed 
ol" This greal regard because ot (u/ineb^. Sonic lvcm ftnisli 
Taraweeh, eat (what is supposed tu bt ^ehri) and [^cl inu> hod* 
Whal grtal ble^iindii do <bey los^l] Sehri actually nitjnb puruking 
ol' lV)Od shtjnl> bel'ore Fajr_ Some au[h<}riinrs say <bjl Ihc nmo iV^r 
itbri com mcnces alter hall of the nighi haj passed. ^MkqiiLtEL. Hk. 
authcr al Kaih-ihoal" (Zamakhshari) divided ibt ntghi inio six 
ponioni -stilting ibai ibt la^i one ol, ibein is the imic oL" sehrir So 
Lha4 when Ihe nighi IFram sunset til] dawn} extendi over iv^eKe 
hours, Ihe last r^o hours would bt (hu currecE linit: lor y.^hn. Then 
il must also be remcnibLTcd Ihal to cai al Ihe latesl possible ilhjc is 
belter and greater m re^^ird than ealing earlier, on i:L>ndiuoit thai 
rK> doubi rem^iins ab Ui whclher sehri, had been ealcn before or 
alter) he limt- i>l Fajr. Vhij Ahjadlth are ful] oJlhc virtues of iehri. 
Riisulullah 1^ said: 'Ihe dltlcrertce bet^vcen our lasting Linct 
qbaE ol ihe Abul-Kitaab Llews and Cbrisiians) lies in parEaVm^ oE 
lot^d M sehrt lime, "fncy do not/' 

"F_at -iebn because tn il lies greal blessings," In Ihrei- thin^^ Ehtjre 
arcgre*il biessmgn. Injama'ablcompanyK in ealing ihareed and in 
sohrt." En ihis f/jiUth the uv: t>t (he wiml janiija ah ib ^^neral^ 
Wrbcreupon we dedueq. sulaal wiih jamaa ah and alt those righteous 
deuds rinni: togclher- Alluh\ htrlp comej^ to Ih^rni harct^ 1^ a 
d^lktr^iLs ivpc nl" I^mkIh in whWh dry baked bread is mixed wiih 
jtriiv> i.rimlainingmi.al). The Ibird ihtug menltoned tn ihc/yuiJrrA is 
sehrk When KasuluHah ^^ used lo inviieany of Ihe enmpaniims 



loM( schri wirh him, he uiied to say "Come and partake of bTesMd 
food with me." One Hadilh says: "EaT sebri and strengthen your 
fan. And sl«p in the aftomoon (siesta) so as lo gain assistance in 
waking up in the latter portion of the nighl {for ibaadah)." 
Abdullah bin Haarith ^ reports that one of the sahaaba siad; "I 
once irisitee RasululTah ^ at such a time while he was busy 
panakmgofsehri.Rasuiuilah # then said: '^Thii is a thing full 
ot blessings which AlUh bad granted you. Never leave it." 

RflsuluMah :otf tn urging towardssehrt said; "Even i hough iherir 
bcnofoDd,then loo one date should be eaten or a drink of water 
laken." Thus, when there delii.iiely lies great blessings and reward 
in «hn. Muslijns should endeavour to gain as much as possible. 
However, in all things moderation is importam, while going beyond 
^he bounds of moderation is hartnfuL Neither should so hltle br 
eaten so thai one feels weak throughout the period of fasting, nor 
should so much be ealen ihal discomfort is fell in the digestive 
organs. Many a time we have been prohibited from filling the 
stomach excessively. 

In hiscommemary on Sahib Bukhari. Ibn Hajar mentioned various 
reasons for the blessedness of sehri: 

a. Because in it The sunnah is followed. 

b. Through sehri we oppose the ways of the AhlulKiiaab, which 
we are at alt times called upon to do. 

c. Provides strength for Ibaadah, 

d. ft-omotei more sincerity in ibaadah. 

e. Aids in elimination of bad temper which normally conies ahouL 
as s result of fasting. 

f. Sehri is a nmewhen duaas are accepted. 

g. At Ihe time of sehri one gets the opportunity to remember 
Allah, make ^ikrand lift up the hands !o Him induaa. 

These are a few of Ihe major reasons. There are olhets as well. 



Scmt Sitfis ATf in doubf as whether ihe ^^Ing of sehrl is against the 
objccE of fasting or nai.Thcv mAmrain that the objecl of fuTing is 
losfay aw»y from food, drink and sexual desires^ rhtrrfore whri is 
^gftinsdhcobjccloffasUn^. In my opinion the amoum If be eaten 
varies according to ihe different persons and their activities For 
example, as for th«c ^tudems who are busy seeking knowledge of 
D«n. lilllc fwd al 5chrl as weU as iflur, will be haimfuU For them 
h is belter not [o have very Utile, because ihey seek Demi 
knowledge whici. is very importanl (for the prescrvatimi ■nd spread 
of tsUm). Similar Is the ca» of those who are busy with £lkr and 
oibtr Dttm ac(iviri«. Olher people who have no hard work [o do 
shoukl cat II like. 

Once Ra^ulullah ^e announced fo those proceeding [o jihaad: 
^'Thet* is no virtue m fasting tthilt travdiing/' TTiat was in the 
month of Ramtidhart when some s^haaba *crt busy with fardh 
failing Allaama Sha'raam mentions in Sharh Iqns: "A covenant 
was made with us ihat we shiu not fill our stoniAfh^ compl^^ly 
when eatmgcspe£J3lly inihe nights of Wamarffr an." It is better that 
one^outd^aile^inihenighlsof ^<imcre^>E<)^ thanonolher nights. 
After alL wh^I is the use of fasting after naving fiElol oneself at 
sehr and iflaar? The Shaikhs of Tariqal have satd; ''Whoever 
remains hungry in Hamudhtjn, shall remain iaft from the evil of 
^aytaati IhtouEhotit the year until the next Ramadh<in/' 

imaam Ghazaah in his [hya Ulumid Deen mentions the 
experiences of some Shailths. He makes mi;n|ion of Sah] bin 
Abdullah Taslari who used to eaf only once evcty fifteen day^, 
while in Ratm^han be att; only one morsel. In order to follow the 
sunnah he used to have a dnnlt o! water daily for sehri and Iftaar. 
Shaikh Junaid wa^ a man who aiways used U^fast throughout the 
year. However, when his noble ftiends used to viiif him 
occasionaHy, he used to break his/oji and eat i^itli ihtm saying; 
**The virtue of breakingjijj and eating withlsuch nobJe} friends is 
not l«ss than fasting 4nafiL 

Sbntfariy we cjin mentbi) the experiences of numerous saints who 
lhn?ugh Jitlle food uud fo [rain thelt inner selves, hut once again^ 
bent lA mind, thai it should r\M b^ carrie^j ouL to such an extent 
that the religious aciiviiie^ ano rvsppn^ibl lilies ap.c neglected as ?. 
result of weakness tn the bodyn 
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AbuHiirairah ^ relates that Ra^utullah # said; "Many jit 
the ones who/fli/, allaining nothing by such fasting ercept hunger, 
and many are the oiws peiforming salaat by nigh) itfiimng 
flutbiTig by it, tKcept ihe discomfort of siayinK awikc it night," 



COMMENTARY 

With regard (o ifiL^ Hodiih. the ulama have inen(k>ned three 
differem inTeipreralionai F-irstl> Ihi^ Hadirk may refer lo Thme who 
Alii during the daj and (hen Mliftaar with such food which is 
haraaiti. AH the reward received as a resull of fasting is destroyed 
because of the great sin of eating haraam. Secondly, our 
Nab! # may have mcint those who faslnj properly but during 
fasTmg, kepi themselves busy with bacltbiting and slandering 
others (see late: >. Thirdly, the person refemd [o^iajbe him. who 
while fasting, did not sUy away from evil and sin. Here all forms of 
siTisaie included. Likewise is Ihecasc of him performing sal aat all 
night voluntarily. He miy have stood in salaat all night but because 
of backbiting or any olher sinfuJ act (e.g. allowing Fajr ula^l to 
pass byj his noblr act becomes unrewarded. 



T^^>* ^> ofit o-u j,ij ^Lj. .ijj - v>= (i L. ij; 

J ;^^i uiiU ;ik^ (^uij *i^M -^j^ ^ *«-^ 

HAIHIBNO. 9 

Abu Llbaidah A. repwb: "I hrt twin] Rnuiolliih # sar"<S: 
"Fasting s » proiECEive covering for a man, u long u he doe^ nol 
tear thai protection-" 



COMMEPH'AIIV 

(■■protective covmng" heiBineins lucb a cwcring where*^ a mu 

protects himself from hu famous eoemy— shaytain. This is what 

fasting docsj In another f/ddiuh wean loU thai ^tiiiB"tava one 

ftom punishment in the Hereafter." Once jomebody inquired from 

Rasuluiijh # "What dausB the >jf to break?" He replied; 
'Tehing lies and backhidng/ 

Thi^ Hadith when read in eonjunctioD wHh so miny others, 

actually telhm to avoid luch deeds. Such deeds cause fasting to be 

i^asted. Tn our time we an fond of keeping oursehes busy with 

unnece&sarr convnutioni- Some olima are of ihc opinion that lies, 

backbiting, slander etc. tcTuai^y do cause the^f to be broken JDst 
like eating and drinking. However the vast majoritj of ulama 

believe ihal the faat doa na( Ktvilly break btft beeompa null and 

void as fat a blesingi are eonccmed. 

The ulama of Islam have menthwed tin things ibout whkh care 
should be taken in fatting; 

Fintly, one should keep the eyes away from any [dace where one 
ihoukl not ktfA. They even (o so far a* to prohibh kHAingat ooe't 
own wife with desire. So how much more important ii it to awrid 
kMkingai another woman with dean. ^miUriy kxAin^ai anyevl] 



place or where evil is ci>niPiirKd should be avoided. 
Rasululljih ag £aid: "Wht>soever out of fear fur Allah, prtvems 
himself 1r{>m looking a| evil. AJI^h ^h^ll grjint him such fatlh. the 
^wctrneis and ecsuiy of which he will feel in ihc heart/' Tht Sufii 
mlerprel^ Ihe ahcive sEiyin^ that Ihust ]c>i>ks which should he 
avoided irtctude such places and ihmgs which district the mind 
from Ihe remcmbranix: of Allah. 

!>?condl>-H guarding [he Tongue againsl lies, unnecessary 

^^ r 

conversalion huckhiting, argumcnlSn swearing etc. In Bukh[irL s^^ 
read Ihal fasting is a deterrent lor the lasting per-^on. For thts 
reasnn Ihost who/i^jJ should avoid ah itonsensical Ulk, poking, 
argiiinenr cic. ^hc^uld anvf^nc pick an argument, tktfi sSy: "[ am 
railing/' In other words, one should tio( slart an arcmriL^nt anS 
when someone clscslan^ it ih*:n toobnc should avoid if- Whtn the 
pcr>on who slarlS an argumenl es nol an undcTstandi^i^ person. 
Ihen one should remind ont'i self iha(: ''I am I'astiia^r" Dutnig ihe 
iinn^ of our Nabi ^ (wo women were lasting and iulTi:rL^d 
hun^;crit*=itich aneslcnt (hat Ihe/i^ii became unbi^arabk and both 
were on the point oldtalh. Ihc sahaaba brotighl this to ihe notice 
otoijr Kabi "^^ who sent ii bowl cnniEiundiTig chcnt (o socnit m 
Tl. When che> both voniilted in rhe bow] piet.t:s of m^al and trcsh 
bhiKi were found in ll. I he -^ah^aba s^ere jjreally surprised, upon 
which our Nabi S^ said: They lanced and avoided caring halaal 
fo^xJ Irom Allah, but partook of haraani lood by backhinng other 

r h^ L 

people. 

From ihii nbove -vOTncihing lKc btcomes dear thaf by haLkbinng 
during the /aji, fa^lihg bccon^Es so much more dillicuUr For ihis 
rt^Min both v^omen aTmosi died- SimiUr is the case witb other 
siniulacts FxpcrieJice show^ that on ihe faithhiL Godfearing onei, 
fasfing lia^ no adverse ellecl- One should iUy away Irom \tt\ and 
esp^:cially Irom niajtn" iin^ like backbiting ;md sianilcr Altah says 
tn ihe Qi^r'titin th^tt backbiiing is ih^ (jcluaT) ea(ing ol <ht Hesh of 
one's brother Wc llnd thi*, aNo in the Ni^^tifh. May AlJ;di ktcp us 
safe from Ihts evil K^juie wc are verv neylcolful of Ihis. Ail are 
guiEty <5( thi-i Fvc3t En the as-^emblies cf the re I i^ii^usiy educated and 
those who are considered rdk^K^u-^. hackbitinj; es rife- The worst of 
at! is the f^^ot thnt wc do not even under^t^nd what baekbhing u. 



One ul the iahaaba inquired from Rasiilutlah ^ "What is 
backbiting?"' Rasulullah _^ replied: "To mtntion something 
abouE your brother behind his back which he resenis-" The sahaabi 
[hen ^aidi "\Tid i^ it slUl backbUin^ if thai thing iri^nriojied about 
him really is in him?" Our N$.b\ ^ said: "Jn that case (if that 
which was mentioned is really True) if ii d^rmilely backbiting. And 
If he IS not suillj of it the^ you have slandered him/' Once out 
Nabc j*^ passed iwograves^ He said: "On both (hese inmales of 
(he jijraves the punishmHitofthe grave has descended. Out Is being 
punished because of backbitingn the other because af nol having 
taken precauTianswh^n passing urine/ 'RasuJulJah ^ al^said^ 
'There are more than seventy ranks of evil in (using) interest The 
lightest form of it is like having committed incest with 
your moTher. And lading one Dirham of interest is worse in evi] 
than having fornicated thtrty-fivc times. The wor^t and mosi evil 
form of I a king mle rest is the slandering of a Muslim. In XhtHadilh 
wcatif greatly warned agamsc backbiting and slander. I. very much 
wanted to wrile down here a number uf Ahaadith on Ihis topic 
because all our gatherings and conversacions are generally Ulled 
wtLh them (backbiting and slander). However [ fEnaJJ) decided not 
to do iO because the topic tinder discussion here is something 
else — not actually backbilmg. So having ju^t noted down these 
tew, I once again make duaa that Allah keep us safe from this evil. 
And I beg of my friends and brothers to pray for me loo^ We are 
full of inner fauhj, 

"What sickness is there O Allah rhpl js not m me- 
Heal me from every illness and grar]t me my necessity. 
Verily 1 havf a heart thar is sick. 
VenEy You are Healer of the sick." 

Thirdly, according (o the Sufis, what should be avoided i$ (hat 
the cars .should be kept away from hstening to anything makrooh- 
U Ls haraam to hslen to anything which shotiid not be said. 
RasuluJIah ^ ^id that jn "backbiFtng both the backbiEe; and 
iheone who listens to [tare equaHnsm/' 

Fourthly, the rest o£ the bcxly should be kept ai^ay from stn and 
eviL, Neither should hands touch it t^or the feel made to walk 
towards it. With the stomach special care should he Jaken. 



Bpeciallj al Ihe time of iftaar. Thai ^o such thing cnttr il. aboui 
which ihere is an> doubt as lo m being h»ruim or haliai. Wh?n a 
pcnon fa^Us and ai iftaar lime breaks ./«* «iih haraam food, hf 
becomes jusl like a skJc perion who takes medicint [ocuie himsell 
uf Ihe sickness bul also adds poison which destroys him. 

Fifthly, after having rasled it is not advisable to fill thp stomach 
completely even with haUal food at iftaar, becauw then, the object 
nf fasting is defeated. Whereas fasting seeks lodiminishoru'inrnal 
dtsires, much Food increases lusl and decrease! faith For eleven 
monlhs we have been eating and drmking. Jn Ramtidhun [ftis 
should be cut to a mmimum. We have a bad habn of lilhrg our 
bellies at iftaar for what *as lost, and at sehri in preparaiinii for the 
day, thus increasing our average consumption. Manj such things 
arceaienwhichweTiormallydo not eat at other limes Thi^ type of 
eating habit Is completely against the spirit of fiumadhan and the 
True spirit of fasting. 

Imaam Ghaiaali asks the same question; ^"When the object of 
fasting 1$ to conquer our carnal passbns, then how can this 
possibly be done by eating esccssively at iftaat and thus deleating 
the object?" Actually in that case we haveoniy alicred the limn ol 
eating and not trally lasted- In tact more than ihai. by having so 
many various types of dcLicacies we consume even more than m 
normal times. The result is that iitstead of lessening ihe carnal 
desires. the« are considerably increased. The real benefit of fasting 
comes as a result of actual hunger in the irue spirit. Our 
Nabi jy said; "Shaytaan flohs through the body of man like 
blood 1 so close up Ihe path by remaining hungry," 

Apart from hunger. Fasting gives us the chance of appreciating ihe 
poor and destitute and thus engender sympathetic Feelings to* irds 
them. This too is attained by remaining hungry and not by filling 
Ihe stomach with delicious foods at sehri so thai one does not feel 
hungry until iFiaar. Oncv a person went To Bishr Haafi, Hf Found 
the saint shivering of cold in spite of having warm cUithes at his 
side. That peTsor inquired: "Is this a tinit !or taking olV clothes? ' 
Bishi replied; 'There are numerous poor and ntedy oms, [ am 
unsble to sympathise with them The most 1 cyuM do is lo he like 
them." The Sufis plead for Ihe same attitude in fasting and so do 



the FtiqahM (Jurists). In M&tM^iulF»lMh it 15 wrtlUn: "Do not cat 
«xc«sivcly at schri as this is a cause lo loose Ihc object of fAstiTign" 
AllaamA Tahiaawj writes: ''When hunger is really Fc!i, ibe reward 
For faslin); bccdmc^ dcfimtely morCr Similarly fnlidg \s dev«Lop«d 
for the poor and hungiy ones/* Our Nabi ^ himself saidi 
^'Allab does not dislike Ihe liUing of anything to tht brim mott 
than HeriJsMkcs the filling of the stomach." The besl for a mati is 
that one third should be filled wilh food, one third with drink while 
Ihc nThur third remciitis empty. Ra^ulullah ^ himself used to 
yflj^ for i few days on end without eating in between. I had seen my 
ustaa/. Maulana Khalil Ahmad eating only slightly more than one 
thin (hand-made) bread (rotil M iflaar and sehri during the whole 
month ^f Ramadhan. When any of his near ones used to urge him 
loeattnore.heuted tortply: "I am jiol hungry. Actually I merely 
£at down lo cat because of my friends/^ 

About Mdul^na Shah Abduiraheem Raiptiri, 1 have heard that in 
Ramadhan lor days de end he used tojust while drinking at iftAAf 
and sehri onJy a few cyps of tea wtlhoul milk — apart from thai 
nofhingdM. Once his most trusted follower (and Khalifa) MauUn a 
Shah Abdulqaidir remarked with anittty: "Hazrat, you will 
become quite weak, if you do not eat anythingn" To this MauJana 
Shah Raipurj repltedi "Pritse be to Allah, 1 im experiencing 
something of the ecstasy of Jannah." IMay Allah grant us all the 
ability ta follow those pious ones. Aameen^) 

Thesiith point is that after fasting one should always Have fear and 
anxiety as to whether one's ^f had been accepted by Allah or nd- 
Thisshould be the case with all »baadah. One never knows whether 
some such important thing may have been left out about which no 
notice was taken. One should fear that Altah may reject one's 
deeds. RasiiJullah rt(t said: "Many are the reciters of the 
QtjrMn who are being cursed by the Qur'aan." He also said: ""On 
fheday of Qiyaamah. one of those wHh whom Allah shall teckcin 
first shall be a shaheed (martyr in theway of AHah)* Allah shall call 
him and remind him of all His favours on him. which he shall 
admit. He shall be asked: "What have you done by way of 
expressing gratitude for thqse favours?'* The shaheed shall reply: 
^^1 fought m Your way till J becama a shaheed." Allah shall reply: 



"Nol true. You fought w thai ^«icin be called a brave man. And 
so jtwuuid/'TbercAfleril shall be commanded rh^l tirbr pulled 
whh his Fade on ihe ground and cut into Jahannam- Tbercafter an 
ulim ^haLl be called. He (oo shall be reminded of Allah's favours 
and asked Ihe same quesEion. He shall rcpty: '^O Lordn I smghE tO 
aequitr knowlcd^. taught othen and For Your &ahe recited the 
Owr'ffM." Allah sh^l] My "Nofl tnic- Y«t did all that merely so 
■hat il may be sdkl I hdl you are Earned and hj il was said." Tber il 
shall be commanded that he too be pulled face on the pvund hd 
cast into Jahannam- Thereafter a rich man ;hall be ca^kd. H o 
shall be reminded of Allah's Favours^ He roo^hall admtt them. »j 
ui reply Id Allah's question as to what he did to evpresi ^li 
graCitude. he shall rrply: "I did no4 find any worthy cauie wherein I 
did nol spend out charitably for Your sake/^ Allah^? reply ihall 
comer ''Not rruCr You did alllhal v> thai il may be uid that you are 
very generous. And so ir was said." Then it shall be commanded 
thar he too be pulled Face on the ground and cut into Jahannam/' 
These six things are compulsory Tor all nghteous one^ As lor th« 
exceptionally piau& ones a seventh point ts added. That is. during 
Facing. Ihe heart should not be turned lo anyone else except Allahn 
so much so thai during the course of the fasi there should be tw 
worry as to whether Ihere shall be something eatable at hand for 
tFtaar, Some Shaikhs even consider ir a fauh to Thmk about Food For 
iftaar or That one should endeavour to acquire somelhing. A( all 
times one should have complete Tairh in Adah's prdmi« of being 
responsibly for Ihc granhng of rizq. In [he commentary oF Ihya 
Ulumid Deen Ihe author gots so far as lo say ihal should 
something for iftaar arrive From somewhere before Ihe time of 
iftaar. It should be given' to somebody else. For fear thai for the ma 
of Ihal day the heart may be distracted from Allah by keeping it. 
This can of courae only be carried oul bv the exnptkmally [Hous 
ones. We cannot even imagine having such failh. Should we trv lo 
Folloa' that »"e may destroy ourselves- 

TheQ«rMftmrtimands: "Fnsti^g h^ b^^ ptM^t€rihti/ Jv yoi, " 
Tl»e commentator$ of the QwrMn «y that from ihn vme it is 
deduced that Fasting k made cwnpuboty for ev«y ponian of the 
body. Thus, fasting of the ean meam not listening io evil. Faning 

of Ihe cyci means iwi to Joot al any fonn of eril and lb. Similarty 
^ing of the self means lo be free from all carnal dsEres. Fasting 

ol rht htan mesn^ cabins from il iht love for wnrldly ihmgs. 
Faslin^ of Ehe mind m^iis avoiding thotighl abtnii anythkOB olhfcr 
(lidn Allah. 
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HADtTH NO, 10 

Abu Karairah ^ reports that Rasulullah J^ ^aiii: 
"Whosoever cal^ on on? day of J?ortfldft«;i without a valid escuse 
taoccplable in Shari'atit, shaH never be able to repay ihaT day e*en 
bjr Easting ihe trM of hb Life," 

COMMENTARY 

Vht ^iew of sDint ul^ma is ih^r when atiybody had wilhom any 
valid ciciiv faikd to/ast any day of Ritmadbon. and dishonoured 
it by eating elCn ht can never repay (qadhaa) The ume. Even 
fasting for the rest of his life cannot compenute ^or on? day- 
All A, held [he same view. However the vast majority of ulama 
mainlain Thai where one never fasted one day of Ramadhan, then 
one fust will suffice as compensalion. On The ottiet hand^ when a 
p^TKoi had started Uyfast in Ramadhan and then broken it during 
the da]^ tfrirhout ar-y valid eicuse, according to the Shari'ahn he 
shall have to fait fqr two months on end withoui a break in 



beTween. Hiy mAit^t what happ^nsn sEill lh« Iruc virtue and 
blessings will never be attained as in RamQdhan. This i& ihe 
nxeaning of the above Madiih i.e. Ihat where a day of Rijmadhan 
had been lost without excuse no number of fasrs by way of 
compensation wUt bttng back (he true blessings ol" a day tn 

Thj^ all is for fhose who keep The qadhaa fast. How un^rtunate 
and misguided are those who deny thc/flJJ attd do naT observe it a| 
all? Fasring is one of The fundamenid pillars of Islam. 
Rasuluhah ^ has mentioned five principles of Islam. Fitsi and 
foremost is the oneness of All^h and thereafter the four famous 
pilLan: Namaa^, Fasi, Zakaat and Haj, 

How many Muslims dcj we find v^hu are counted amongst the 
Muslims, yet do not uphold even one of these five, [n official papers 
and the census Ibey will be recorded as Muslims, whereas in ALIah^s 
?ight they cannor be cuiin1«:d as such. Ebn Abbas ^ relates a 
Hadith staling. 'Islam is cased on three principles — a. Fa«h^ b- 
Salaatn c- Faslmg. Whoever fails to uphold any one of these is a 
disbeliever/* As regards to the latter portion of this Hadith, the 
the Lilama have sakl that they only become disbelievers when 
together with failing 1o uphold any principle, they also deny its 
necessity; or its being a principle. No matter what inteqjretation is 
given, the fact remains that Ra^ulullah * mmt vehemently 
spokeout against such people. Hence those who fail to keep up the 
faraa'id of the Deen should indeed fear Allah's wrath greatly- 

Dtath will surely bring rhem face to face with Allah. There none 
can escape* Only obedience to His commands can save us. There 
arc those ^vho do not fii^i. So much worse is the case of those who 
not only refuse lo/uJf- but speak such words whereby they scoff 
and Jeer al the month of fasting in a sarcastic manner. Thii is 
something dangerous, bringing one to the brim of kufr You may 
have heard them say: "fasting is for those who havtr no food In 
their homes. — not for me." Or '*What does Allah gain by having 
us suffer hunger?" Such words should never be uttered. It should 
beremembered that to$coff and jeerat or poke fun al any smallest 
pan of our Deen becomes the cause of kufr (apostasy!. Should any 



pcrwn perform nol asmgle^Ualin his lifcH nor^j r one ^Lngk diy 
or fail 10 prrfcrm any fardtl DbUgations in hhm, he doe^ not 
become a kaafir. ttrhtn he does nol deny their btbig necessiiy. 
Whatever fardh obhgalion his been performed, is rewarded and 
whalevet fatdh not performed, shall be punishedr But To scoff and 
jetralany 5ma]l«( pan of Ihe Deen is VufrUposlasyLasa resuU of 
which all good actions become nglL and void. From this it can be 
ieen how dangerous Ihis affair is. 

Anyone failing to fast m Rarrftidhan wiThout any valid txcux 
becomes a faasiq. The Fuqaha (jurists) have gone w far as to state 
that anyone eating publicly iTi^i^md^Aan wiihou'r eiccusc should be 
put lodeatb- h \s unforfunnte Ihal we have no Islamic government 
to enforce ihis law and Thus put an end lo such actions. Nothing 
however, slops us from expressing dislike, resenlmcnr and hatred 
against such tvit actions. That 15 the least to which our Imaan 
should dnve uSr 

HaviiTg come so far 1 consider these ten Ahaadtth sufficient in thb 
llrsi chapter for those who wish to follow sincerely. As for th«e! 
who have no intention to tnouLd their Ri^madkan accordingly, no 
amount of wriltng will Ik tisefitl. May Allah grant me and all 
Muslims the strength to do righteous deeds as we all have our 
faults. May Ahah help all the Muslims towards the path of 
TighTeousness aad guide them afight. Aameen* 



CHAFra:«TWO 



LAYLATUL QADR, 

Amongst ihc nighls of H^ntadkan ihen is one called 'Laylaxul 
Qadr a night that Ls noted for il« grtat blessing. The Qu^acn 
Karim dt^^rtb^s it as being greater m ble&sedne«$ And spirLtuftI 
rittue Tb»n a thou^nd months, which in turn means thai it ii 
gre^lcT than eighty three years and four months. 

titdeed Ihe gr^i^llng of this night to the failhful Mushm is a greal 
favour. Fortunate indeed is thai person who attains rhc full 
ble&^ing) of This night b> spending il in the ibaadah of AllaK 
because he has then attained reward for the ibaadah of eighty three 
years four months atid «ven more. 



THE ORIGIN 

Rftgarditig ihis night, m a Hitdith reported by Anas k^ in Durre 
Manthur Rasulullah # [^ reported to have said Layhrui 
Qcdr was granted to thi^ Ummah (of mine) and nor id any orh«r 
unjTnah before iha" But »s regards the reason for the granting of 
Liiytaiut Qadr, various reasons are mentioned. One reason 
according to some AhaAdiih if given thus: Rasulullah iff used 
to look at the U^nger IWes of the peoples of yore and ^hcn 
pondertng crvet the much *hoiHf.lWfc of hk ummah, he became 
greatly s«ddened. If hj^ ummah then wished to compete with rhe 
people before them in thedoingDrnghteout deeds, it would mean 
that became of their shotter \im it would be impossible f« thetn 



to either enuiloie or ^urpas^ lht;m. For ihis reasonn Allah in His 
Infinite Mercy granled th^rn ihis night of greal btessin^. Thii 
means Ihat if an> fonunalc t>ne t>t ihis umniah ^ptnds dunng hts 
life (mie ten such mghisin the worshep Ql'his Maker, he would have 
gtthitd iheTt^ard for ib.mduh of eiRhl handrt-d and thirty thrL-t 
yeafi ^iid even mort. Atiolhcr reporl sUteb ih^t Ra^ululUh "^ 
oncerdaled lothe -^3h;iab;i the sloty of a mosi nghteous mjin from 
aitKiog iht Biifii lita'il VfKo Lised lo sp^nd (me lht>us^iid nionthi in 
lihaat!. On hearing ihiSn ihe sahaaha feh gr^ally disappointed that 
they cQuld not attain the ^ame reward, i^heretipon AHah ^ranled 
[hem ih3*i Ni^^hi of Power. SliU anoiher repurl stales th^if it so 
hap[>ened ihat our Nsbi 3^ once mentioned [he namtr-v of the 
four mm! pious people from among ihc Banilsra'iL who each 
spent eighty years in Allah's sincere servttze. worshipping Him and 
not sinning in the least- They were Nahi Ay>iib alayhii '^aLaam> 
Zakarivya jlayhis salaam. E/.keel alayhib ^alanim, Vii-shaa jiaybis 
salaam. The sah^aha heard thh with envum^ hearti hoping ro 
emulaEe their featS- Then Jihra'il alayhis salaam appcan-ti nind 
reciied Surah Q^dr^ wherein the blessmgs ol iht^ night ^as 
revealed 

Apan from the-^e rtporls, ihere arc others loo, esplaimng thu origin 
of Ihe Ni^hi of Power. But no matter which of Ihem we accept, 'he 
mosi Impotlant fact that remains is that Alljh ha^ gMnted us ihis 
nightr No^w, as lo whteh night i[ is. here again approsimateh lifty 
differeni limc^ are mentioned. It h nol easy for me to enumerate 
ihem all. Bui the most accepled versions, as well a^ further 
discussions on thk ni^ht shall follow in the ensLting pagci of this 
hook. Because the Qur'aan Majid itself mentions the night, wf 
shall commenize with a short commentary on Stitab Qadr, (The 
Eransl^tioiis arc from A, Yusiif All.) 
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"We hiivt miiei'd reveui^ this /fn^^Sij/^^/ in tkr !^ight of Poy^'r." 

Reference here i^ made lo the faci ihal on this ipeciftc night, the 
Q^r'diinuias sent down from the Al Luwhiil MahluiLThe preserved 



TablelJ to the heavens (above the earthJ. The mcrt fact ihat the 
Quraan was revealed on Ihis mght wolild have been suffkieiit 
reason ro enplain its greatneH. Bui apart fTom this fact ir h jilso 
noted for many other things, [n ihe very nejt verse by way of 
drawing and increa$ingour interest in the matter under drscussion, 
a quesliQn is asked: 



■ -I, '-"!'• 



"And what witi explain lo you ^hallfieNight of Power is?" 

In CThet wordsn the question asked here is: Have you any 
knowledge as to the greatness and the gre»l importance of this 
night? Have you any knowledge as to the graai favours and 
bounties that are placed in it? The n*jtt verse proceeds to 
enumefaw $oine of Chat greatness: 

''T/i€ J^igkt of Pqww IS butler than a thousand months/' 



Thclruemeanifigherei^thal ihc reward forspewiiiig ihis nighl in 
ibAflddh is bcElcr and more than having, spent ojic thousand 
months in ibdadah, it ts in fact maTc bul as Co how much more 
rewarding it h, wc art nol told here- 

"r*erfifl come down /Af Angels and the Spirit by Afhb's 
permissioH on rvery ermnd/' 



A tine eiplanalion is given for this verse by [fna^ni Rtazin 
Commenling on this verse ht explains ihAC when inaitc first 
ippeatTd on earth, cre*ttd by Allah a$ HIi vicegerent on canh, Iho 
Malaa'lkkh looked on htm with ecotti. When Allah informed (hem 
of His intention ofpJacing man on earth, ihey even ventured tQuk: 
^'Will You place in this earth one who (hall commit evil therein and 
shed blood?" 



Similarly, when hh parenli noled his original form Si a mcrt drop 
of mam (spermK ihey loo looked upon i[ wifh scorn and 
rcscrnimcnis w much ^o, ihai thej considered ii as somethmg which 
polluted clothing and had to bt w&^hcd away^ Bu| later, when 
Allah made Thdl ^amc despicable sperm mio a fine form of man^ 
fhev began (o love and cherish him. So far havt ihmg^ now 
progressed tha[ whtn on this Night of Power we see [hat same man 
worshipping Allah and adoring Him, those ver^ same Malaa'ikah 
who had prtviouily looked down on htm with scorn, dcscei^d 
towards him. obviously rcpentanl for the ihoughls (hej h^d once 
harbourcfl A£BiJisT him. 

In [hisverse mention ts made . , - "and Ihc SpiHt , . ." Reference is 
clearly |o Jibra'il aJayhis salaam. Commentators of (he Quraan 
havegivtn various versions of the meaning of this word. Let us look 
H some o!" them: 

a. The vast majorily of commentalor^ are agreed that Jibra'il 
alaybi^ salaam ii meant heren and according lo Emaam Raazi, 
thi-^ k ihe mosl corrtt-l meaning. AHah ftrst makes menlton of 
Ihe Malaa'ikah and then befaus? of Jibrall ^layhib salaam^s 
srarus^monglhemH ipeciai mention is madeof him- 

b. Some commentators hold the view thai Spirit" here means one 
such Angcl of such extraordinary giganttc proportion th^i 
before him heavens and eanh appear as almosi nothing. 

c. Another group of commentators opine thai "Spirit" here means 
one such group of Malaa'ikah who never appear and only on 
ihis nighl [hey are seen by other Malaaikah. 

d. Some commenialcrs again believe that "Spirit* here designates 
omr such creation of Allah, which though partakes of food and 
drink. Mill is neither mart nor angel. 

e. There is itlso a view (hat 'Sp]rn^ here refers to Eesa alayhis 
salaam who on this night comes down i^ view the righteous 

deedv of ihi^ ummah. 
L The last view we wish to mention here is that Spirit' meafis 
Anah\ sp^H:ial Mercy which comes in the wake of The angels 
dcvreni. But as already stated, Ihe tii>l Bpinion is the most 
actcptabiu- 



In [hi^ respect Imaatn Bayha^i reporJi a fitidiih by Anas ^ 
wherein Rasulu^l^h 3^ is rtpotled lo have iai<l: "Oa Laylaluf 
Qadr libra 'i^ CE^irie^ flown wilh 9 group oE angels and maVc dua^ 
for mercy for tver> one whon^lhey Imtl busy m ibaaddh."^ 

This same verse under discu^^ion siys^ " . . By Allah's perjuission 
on every errand . . ." The aullifir oF Ma/aahire Haq wnles ihil at 
ihis rime agt-^ i*go ihe Malaa'ikah were cr^at«i: on Ihii nifrhi long 
ago TliL- cre^lioL dF Aad^m aiayhi^ salaam was beguij ^z tht: maittt 
fmm which he was created had been collecled, on Ihis same nigftt 
iannah and Sahannain wese created and a large number of 
AhaadLth ber:r witness to the fact That on this mghl duaa^ are 
answered, ^tmllarly we read sft ihe ^<1taah. Durre M^nthxir, Ihal 
according lo a liudiih it was on [his night thai Eesa alayhjs ■salaam 
was lifted up bodily into [he hejvcFis 4nd aim il was on ihts nigbl 
Ihal the lowbah (rcpcmancc) uf Sani Isra'il was accr}Kt:ti. 



4P''i^ J-'^f'^^^ 



"Peau-e be until the break of do'^n." 

Yes. this m^l is Ihc very embodiment of peace. Ihroughoul us 
hours (he Malaa'ikah reciw sataam upon Ihe fiKhfol believers 
adoring their Lord. As one ascends another group descends *ith 
[he same greetings. And so Jt canic* on, II is a mghT of ^:ompleie 
safety from evil right until ihc brealt of day. 

And now having rnjtcd aftw virtues of ihisuigM as explalriL^ in the 
Word of Allah, wc now turn to the Hadiik To read morn about the 
same^ 



HADITH NO. 1 

Abu Hui-aiiah ^ reports thai Rasultillah # said: "Whoever 
^ands in pra^r and ibaadal) on fhc night of ^^ywtt with sincere 
iiLth and with sincere hope of grining reward, hb previou& tins an 
forgiven," 



COMMENTARY 

Tn the above Hadkh Vandmg' refm to salaat as w^ u any other 
farm of ibaadah, as for example ntikr, tilvawah elc« The phrase 
^ - . . with sincere hope of gaining reward'p according to Khattabi 
m^Attf tHat one shnuld have complele fakh Ln the promise thai 
deeds shall be rewarded and Thus sland before Allah in utmost 
humilil)' and sincerlly. Neither should one have an idea thai this 
form of ibaadah i& a burden, nor should there be any doubt as ro 
v^helhet reward shall be granledn After all il is a known fact thai 
^hcn une aims al a high ^oal and de^res Iq have a great rewatd. 
whileal the iame lime having complete renaimy of receiving it, the 
burden nf striving hard along an arduous path lo Attain thai gont 
becomes ea^y. Similarly rhe burden of standing for long hours 
becomes easy. This is Ehc reason why those who had become 
spiriluaJly elevated in Allah's stghi (i)id it easy to remain m 
Lbaadah almost at all limes^, 

Il wi^l he ncied that the if^dith speaks about, previous sins being 
forgiven- The ulama have said That this forgiveness a% mentioned in 
the fiadith above and Olhen. tefers only to minor sinSp as major 
sins can only be forgiven after sincere repentance, with the vow and 
promise never lo return to such sms again in future. 

The Hisdiih hoi^evcr ^^fL nothing aboul major or minor sins. It 
merely states Ihat sins are forgiven. Hence, it may be asked when 
Rasulullah J# meani 'minor' sins, why did he leave u^ under a 
wrong imptessioti by merely speaking about "sins'? My late father 
(May Allah bless him and grant lighi in hi^ testing place! used to 
say thai for two reasons the word 'minor' ha& been omitted here. 



FiTsdy,he&ays, a trueMuslimisoneonwhomnomajor sins should 
rtsl btcauiC whenever a major sin has bttTi coTnmitted, he will 
never fester find peace umil he has siticerely repenled lohis Lord, 
begged lor forgiveness ami prflmi«d not to do the same m fuiuren 

Semtidly, my late father used to say, when such great and bksicd 
days And nights c(>mt; ^]on|;H when a Irut Muiltm i^Iand^ before his 
Lord in prayer and adoration, hoping io gain reward, il ii a fad 
Lhar he in hi:^ con^ietice should feel greaity griev^ for hi& previous 
sifii- This grief ov« iins and this rt:soliilion nol In relum to such 
deeds ate the mt^sT imponani requLremtntsof lowbah. This niean& 
ihalon such days and nights repenCance.of majc^ ^ins is 4ti1nxnatiCt 
tie^vLngonly minor sins to be lorgiven). Il ish^sl however that ^hen 
?- night like Layttitui Q<^dr comes alotiHn one i^hould first of all 
repent with a heart hill of sinceie longing for lorg^veneis io [hat 
Allah in His Infinite Mercy may forgive al] forms of $ihs. Atid ^h«i 
you do- remember me loo in your duass. 






Anas ^ Teports: "Once when Rammthan commenced, Ihc 
Messenger ol Allah S3%d\ 'A month has verily dawned ovtt you 
wherein lies 3 nighl betler than one Ihousand months. Whoever n 
deprived of it& blessings has indeed heen deprived of^lHlmostl aJI 
good. And none is deprived of its good tx^ept him who is 
frompleiely un fort un ale." 

COMMENTARY 

Whn can have any doubl as lo the misfonifne ofhim who is eilhcr 
deprived tit deprives himself of The greal good of Layhtul Qadr'f 
Whii ran doubi ihe misfortjne of him who misses all ihe bcs[i>wcd 
favours? Indeed there are so many of us. There are Ihosc ^ho 
during the course of their services and duties of employmeni have 
10 itay dwifce ihroughoul the year by night How difRcuJl can ir be 
for people like these should rhey, for the sake of gaining ihe reheard 
ofoveieighiy years ibaadah. stay awake for one momh in [he v.ay 
of Allah's service? For Them The task should not be roo dihWuln 
but, because of lack of interest, there is no urge in ihe hean. LI ihal 
was present, then not one night, hul a ihousi-nd nights in 
worshipping Allah would become exceedingly easy. 

If is that urge and desire that we mu^t create. Look a( our Holy 

Prophet i^ 1 he had beerf promised time and again tlial he had 

noihing to fear in the Hereafter and had time and agam bcon giveci 

good news as to his high position. Vet night after nighi he was seen 

m ibaadah, so much so that his feet became swollen, Amon^ the 

(0ns of Islam there arc so many of his saintly followers, who folkn* 

hJS f«amirfe. They were human beings like us and none cdn thus 

say that it is impossible for us to have that same desire for ibaadah. 

Lci us look at the example ot the following illustrious sons oi Islam. 

One such man was Umar «V who, having performed his Eshaa 

salaat used to return home then remain in salaal throughout the 

night until the azaan was heard for Fajr. Then Ihm- is the example 

ofthe pious Khalifa Uthman ^ ^■ho. after fasting Ihe whole day 

lafmost throughout the year) used to spend Ihe whole night in 

(Blaat^apanfrum having liniesleepdurlng part of the fttsi third of 

the early night. It is well known about him that he use*l to reciic the 

whoJc Quraun during one rak'ah at a rime In the Ihya Ulumid 

Dcen by imaam Ghazaali. Abu TiiUb Ma»[ki mentions about forty 

men from among the jaabi «n. who used (o perform Fajr salaat 

with the same wjdhu with which Ihey had peiJbrmed their Eshaa 

salaat. 

Shaddad *3* was one of the sahmiba who used To lie awAkc 
throuKhoal the night turning from side to side until Fajr. Then he 



used to say 'O Albb Ibe feac for The fire ot Jahannam h^s driven 
away sietp from my tyes/ As^^ad bm Yazeed RA^ apart from 
sleeping 3 Iitlle between Maghrib atid EL^haa, uicd lo reniam in 
ibaadah in Rarnadhun ihroughogl Ihi! ni^hl. Nqw lef lis look M a 
man like Sae«l ibn Musay^ib. It i^ uid ihal l^r filiv years lie \ibtd 
IQ perforin F-^haa and Fa]r wjih the same wudhu. Thtn tlierc ii iJie 
example of Ssla bm Ashyam who after spending a nbolc nighl in 
Allah's wonhipH uitsl lo^iy at the brtak of <la^: '0 Allah. I am not 
Ji* lo beg of You Jannah but all 1 beseech from Vouiiow iithal Yoti 
save me from iahannam/ 

Qataada ^. ^tas a man uho ased to finish the rcciratioTi of [he 
Qur'aan every thfet nights of Ram^dhun but during the latter [en 
nights he used to cotriplete the whole Qur'uun every nightr About 
[tnaam Abu Hanifa RA^ \i ih ^ell known that for furty >t;ar^ he 
petformcd Eshaa and the next mornings; Fajr salaat with Ibe same 
wudhg. When companions inquired ol him a^ U} where he had 
obtained the strength for thal^ he replied- It is iit answer to a 
special duaa which 1 made to Altah in the name of the bles!»edness 
of His Special Names.' He merely slept a little In the atternoons 
about which he^atdr 'In xh^ Hadith we are advised lodo that/ (In 
other words, even in the afternoon sleep he used to follow the 
sunnah)r This same Imaam Abu Kanifa while rechlng the Qur\mn 
used to cry so much that his neighbours used to feel pity lor hint. 
Otice he wept the whole night crying while recilmg tbe fnllowmg 
verse time and again: 

"Nay the Hour /of Judgement) U th^ time promised fryr them (for 
their re<:ofnpense} and that hour W// be most grievous tind bitte/^/' 

[brahim bin Ad'ham went so far as not to sleep in Ramadhan 
neither by night nor by day^ [maam Sbafi'ee RA- used to recite the 
QMrcicjfl about sixty times dtiring the days and nights of 
Ramadhatt, And apart from These few there were countless other 
saintly sotils ^^ho used to act dihgently on tbe injuncticns of the 

verse: 

'V have ottly i:reQtedjitin and human that they mtiy s^Tve Me/' 

These are csamples ofthose who had gone before. Bat today too 
there are many who^ with the same devotion, serve Allah and 
secotding to (heir own times turn night into day in the service t}t" 



A'fah. Even In the^t limrt of c^il and ttiiquil^ tbcrt; [\rt those 4vho 
in (heir sainll) manner follow the ^aamplc of RasuLuUah ^ 

The Me^^engtT of Allah ^aid- "Allah saysr *Osonof Aadam, ^ptrid 
joiir hme in My service and 1 shall enrich you ^^Uh independence 
and tte^i^Iont Iryrn wanl, and I shflll reniove pmeriy from you. 
Olherwi$t t ihall fill you wclh obligaltons i^nd dulies while jour 
I>oveny and needs shall no( disjippear." 



ht 



How True, daily we sec the ituih of ihis. People ^trrvc on!v Ahah. 
while having nt> means of earning and yet They need nolhiny. On 
The other hand we ^ee people itriving hard lc> earn ^^ofldly ihuigs 
and necessities. Thev become 50 engaged in [heir lask Ihal no lime 
is left for ibaadah. Then loo. in spile of spending ah Iheir lime 
se?kih^ m^lerial need^, Ihey remain full of worldly desires. 
necessities and ubJigaiions, 




^^^ jir liii :>:? > -i' /-ii -^^ y ^^ -^* J^ o^ 

r 
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EIADITH NO- 3 

Afiji *^^ rtptirls that the Miz-vstnut-T «l Allah 5iid: "On [ht Ni^hl 
of P&wcr hhrq'il dL.scends lo ihe ^arlh with a group "1 fingels, 
rcciiJiij; salaam ontt pricing for (he blci^irtgs on every s^erN^iaE of 
AHaM thi^y s« standing in worship or skiing and cdLbLMting 
Allah's praises. Then on Ihedayof &t!: Allah bt^ash ahniit Ibom tu 
the angct^ 'O My ingcls, what i-^ Ibc reward of ihal employe^; who 
had tomplttn! his iervitcT" Thty reply. 'O our Lfsrdn hii reward 
shoi^ld he^ivei] lohin^ tn fuU/ To Ihk Allah rt^pbe^i 'O My an^h, 
verily My itfiiantfi. Ihe malt^ among them 3*1 well as the females 
hjvt performed Ihe ohUgalory dtUy upoiT ibem, Thtrtafttr rhey slI 
forlh 1(5 the F.idgaah rs^tsutg ihctr voicti in praytr lo Mc. I swear by 
My Honour, by My Greatness, by My Graet. hy My Higb Poiition 
of Greatness, Ihal L shall iurely answer the prayer of (Jjom: peopLe/^ 
Thereatfcr Ahah says (addressing Ihe people): 'Go tbrlbn I have 
forgiven your sins and have repUeed your evil deeds with nghleous 
ones/" 

Those people Tflcn rttui-Ti frorn the Eidgaah itr sueh a manner thai 
Iheit ^ins are lorgiven," 



COMMENTARY 

In Ibis H<^Jith it Is clearly nienlionfrd ihal Jtbra'il AS^ tomes down 
wtih ihe HingeK- Another Hmftfi? reporied l>y Ibn Abbai and (juoted 
by Abdul Qaadir JiUani RA m his hook Ghimya lunher elucidates 
iheLonienlsoflhis^/ffrfffA- II is reported thai Jthra'il AS.. aFler his 
desceni, commands ihe angek eo proceed fo iht- house ol evervone 
husy wiih ibaadan. aairt to shake his hatid. Thereupon ihe angels 
spread lorth vJ^iiLtigevety house whether lar^eor small, wheiher in 
the jungle or on a ship wherein a believinc worshipper resides lo 
shake hj^hand. However certain houses are not entered. The house 
M herein adt^^is lound. The hotii^e wherein one is found in inipuriiv 
(janaabahK as a result of artultrry or forntcation, and Ihe house 
wherein piclurts of men and animals are - displayed. Ho^ 
unfortLinale indeed^ ihai some h^mies should be def^rlved of' these 
bfessings. How unforiunaic ihal many Muslim's houses shouid not 
have the angels enit^rine SErnpl> because there are pitlures of tneii 
and animals bemg displayed, solefv for ihe sake of adding whai 
appears to b^ hit ol adornment- Only one pleltire may have been 
hun^ by 5ome member of ihe hoasehoLd as a result of which Ihe 
eompkle dwelling ts deptivtid qJ blessings. 



EIADITH NO- 3 

Afiji *^^ rtptirls that the Miz-vstnut-T «l Allah 5iid: "On [ht Ni^hl 
of P&wcr hhrq'il dL.scends lo ihe ^arlh with a group "1 fingels, 
rcciiJiij; salaam ontt pricing for (he blci^irtgs on every s^erN^iaE of 
AHaM thi^y s« standing in worship or skiing and cdLbLMting 
Allah's praises. Then on Ihedayof &t!: Allah bt^ash ahniit Ibom tu 
the angct^ 'O My ingcls, what i-^ Ibc reward of ihal employe^; who 
had tomplttn! his iervitcT" Thty reply. 'O our Lfsrdn hii reward 
shoi^ld he^ivei] lohin^ tn fuU/ To Ihk Allah rt^pbe^i 'O My an^h, 
verily My itfiiantfi. Ihe malt^ among them 3*1 well as the females 
hjvt performed Ihe ohUgalory dtUy upoiT ibem, Thtrtafttr rhey slI 
forlh 1(5 the F.idgaah rs^tsutg ihctr voicti in praytr lo Mc. I swear by 
My Honour, by My Greatness, by My Graet. hy My Higb Poiition 
of Greatness, Ihal L shall iurely answer the prayer of (Jjom: peopLe/^ 
Thereatfcr Ahah says (addressing Ihe people): 'Go tbrlbn I have 
forgiven your sins and have repUeed your evil deeds with nghleous 
ones/" 

Those people Tflcn rttui-Ti frorn the Eidgaah itr sueh a manner thai 
Iheit ^ins are lorgiven," 



COMMENTARY 

In Ibis H<^Jith it Is clearly nienlionfrd ihal Jtbra'il AS^ tomes down 
wtih ihe HingeK- Another Hmftfi? reporied l>y Ibn Abbai and (juoted 
by Abdul Qaadir JiUani RA m his hook Ghimya lunher elucidates 
iheLonienlsoflhis^/ffrfffA- II is reported thai Jthra'il AS.. aFler his 
desceni, commands ihe angek eo proceed fo iht- house ol evervone 
husy wiih ibaadan. aairt to shake his hatid. Thereupon ihe angels 
spread lorth vJ^iiLtigevety house whether lar^eor small, wheiher in 
the jungle or on a ship wherein a believinc worshipper resides lo 
shake hj^hand. However certain houses are not entered. The house 
M herein adt^^is lound. The hotii^e wherein one is found in inipuriiv 
(janaabahK as a result of artultrry or forntcation, and Ihe house 
wherein piclurts of men and animals are - displayed. Ho^ 
unfortLinale indeed^ ihai some h^mies should be def^rlved of' these 
bfessings. How unforiunaic ihal many Muslim's houses shouid not 
have the angels enit^rine SErnpl> because there are pitlures of tneii 
and animals bemg displayed, solefv for ihe sake of adding whai 
appears to b^ hit ol adornment- Only one pleltire may have been 
hun^ by 5ome member of ihe hoasehoLd as a result of which Ihe 
eompkle dwelling ts deptivtid qJ blessings. 






HADITH NO, 4 

Aa'isha radhiyal'lahu anha reports ^hat RisuliilUh # uid: 
"SL^elt;,fl>'/flrn/Q(n/r among the evenly numbered nights i>f the Last 
fen days of the monlh of Ramadhan. " 

COMMENTARY 

We come (o the queslLon: "When 15 laytalul Qadr?" The above 
Hudii/t commands us to wek it among the last ten nighls of 
Pamadhan. According to the vast majority of the auihorieies, that 
the lasl Ten nights cfimmence on the 21sf night. Such is the case 
thai whether Ihe months of Ramadhan consists of 29 days or 30. 
one should seek tfl>f/axu/Qai/i-on the 21st. 23rd, ZSlh, 27th or 29th 

Ibn Hazm hai a different opinion, saying, that ibe word 'Ashra' as 
used in ihc Hadiih means ten. k% such the above cAkulaiion will 
i>nW be correct in cases where Ihe month of Ramadhan Mnsists of 
thirty days. However, when there are only Iweniy nine days in the 
month (as often happens), the last ten days *ill commence with the 
I9ih day and The night being ihe 20tb night. According to this 
calculation It will mean that the unevenly numbered nights will be 
Ihc 20ih. 2and., 24|h, 26th, 2Sth and the JOlh nights. 
With due respect to a greatly Itarned aahm like Ibn Haim, thi- 
maioriiy of ulama do nol agree Aiih him, the reason being fhal 
jVfiao/'i^sunnah during The last \ci\ days of Rflmac/ftarj When in 
search of Layiaiut Qadr Kasjkillah B^ weni into i'sikaa/'. he 
enTercd ihe [nas;id to commence his seclusion there on Ihe 2ln 
night of RuTitidhan. 



ADVICE 

The best aduceonecangivehereis that one should spend each and 
every nighi from the 20th onwards in ibaadah, so that one may be 
sure of having acquired the blessings of Ramai/han. Ten or eleven 
nights is definitely not so difficuh if one looks at the e^eal rewan" 
Ihai is granted. 



^j,^ niij^i -^ ^UJJ, .i^Ui, .i^bil J U™;J^ 
HADITH NO. 5 



Ubaid^Vi bin Saamii <^- said. 'Orw R^suJullah si^ carrtf oui 
to mform us of thclcrg^ date) ol Layfatui Qtf^r. (Unfottunalely at 
that liNic) An argumenl took place bet^^cn l^o MusJims, 
^i-hereupun he said: "1 cdm^ out \r order to inlbrm you as to vvhen 
L^yl^ftil Qudr wps.r bur because iwo people argued (the fixing of ihe 
correct datel ^as taken av^ay-. Perhaps thpi is better for yoUn So^ 
^ce>L II among the nmth, sevenih and fifth nighu/' 



COMMENTARY 

rhiM impoFtiinl puiiUs lire rtltn I'd lo in rha fladilh. flrslly, there 
ismenuunofiui.h an ar^unicnl as a rc^uli ofwhijh i he know ltd ge 
at <\n: aciual Tiighl of Layiuitii Qudr v^^i Itftt to us, Areumenls are 
always ihe cause df lo?s of blessings. Once Ramlnliab ^ 
inquired of The companions: "Shall 1 fnlbrm you nf sortie such 
aciion ibat is bener ihan salaai, fasting? and chariTy?" The 
cpmpflnions replied: ■CerTainJy\ Rni^ululbh ^ Ihen said: 
"Mamlain peacelul and gooir relalinns amongsr yourselves. lor 
verily argumirnl^ amnig yourselves dnlorys faith." 

This is indeed ,in illness among us. Rven Those among u^ v/ho 

appear e^etplionaTly rehgiou^ jny bitsy «i|h ziki are victims of 

(he^e argunienis and sTrift! Fnihe firsl chapter of (his book we read 

howlhe Me!i4eiigi;r"E Allah saitl Ibai in insult a Mu:>lim is Indeed a 

grave cHmt and among (he *orsr ofdi^cd^. We often gu lo^uch an 

CAreni iha( when « e cross wordbivilh Muslims in arguments, wc di' 

noleven laktcare.of^ Muslim's honour, orTofefram from insuUs. 

In such c^ies no nolice seem^ to be taken of the injunctions of 

Allah and Hj^ Messenger, The Holy Quman says: And ar^ui^ itot 

'I'nons youriKiv^i. othKrwise ytiur courage wtU s" und viiur.ifrpnsrii 
depart. 

Iris nowiheduU "1' [hose whOftlwa^s seek to injure and destroy the 
honour and di^nnv ol'oihers to sh b:ick and rhint how much hjnn 
Ihey have done lo ihemselvEs. They shoulcl think how nnuh they 
have, through these despicable deeds, become despicable in Allah's 
sight. I nd in Ihe sight of those around them, RasululJah S* said 
that on every Mondaj^ and Thursday Ihe acEions of servants are 
broiijihr before Allah. Then through His Mercy (as a result of 
eetraiii deed'.) ['orgitffuess is grjnti-d. t^eep! to the idoJators. 
Hourevcr regarding those two [x-"iife. between whom an argument 
had taken place, liiendship havij;g been cm off, it shal! be ■vaid: 
"Leave their affair aside until such lime ihat tb':y become 
Tttonciled-" 

Another llisdirh slates that when actJon*; are produced belore Alfali 
every Monday and Thursday, repenijiriee is aecepted ol thoie who 



repenli and forgiveness is granlj^d lo thme who seek pardon. As for 
ihsKt who had argumeniSn ihey are left as Ihey are- 

Thc Hadith further teacher tis ihal on Ihe njghl of [he !4lh of 
Sha'baan.ihe Mercy of Ahah Jsdiretled al all AUah's creation and 
foi^iveness is freely granled excepi lor Iwo persons: Ontn a kaafir 
(dhbcLieverX and the one who harbours bad thoughts against 
others, Jn another Madith il h stated: "There ^re fhrfie people 
whose salaal do not ascend one hair's breadth above their heads." 
Mentioned among these are those who irguc among ihemselvus. 

In the above few paragraphs 1 have digressed ftgrti the point under 
di$cussion, Et was not my intention to mention all these Ahaadith 
on argument^. 1 merely did it to bring to our notice this great evil 
which we greatly under-estimate, so much so that even those whom 
we eon&idcr to be noble and righteous are guilty of it- 

On the other hand, be informed that thi? fightrng^ use of harsh 
wotdsand cutting oneself ofT from one another is only a crime and 
evil in IsLam, when done out of worldly enmity and hatred over 
worldly things and worldly eauses^ When we break off relations 
with someone because ofhis evil deeds or because of some religious 
matter (wherein he is in the wrong and blameableX it is permitted^ 
Ibn Umar ^ once quoted a saying of Rasulullah ^ lo which 
hissonsaidsomething, which outwardly appeared as if he objected 
to )t^ The result was That Ibn Umar ^ never again spoke to that 
son as long as he lived^ 

Often we too cut off relations with pe<?ple and claiTTi that t< is for 
the sake of Oeen. Allah is All-Knowing. All-Wise and He alone 
knows the true slate of al^airs. He knows which relations are 
broken off because of Deen and which because ^^f our hononr^ 
pnde and dignity ^ which had become damaged ^ 

The second point lo which the Il{idith under discussion draws 
attention is the fact thai man should be satisfied and accept Allah's 
ruling in all matters- For examplCn even though it seems that the 
loss of the knowledge as to i^hen LaySafui Qadr actually falEs, is a 
great loss of blessing, it has to be accepted because it is from 



AIE:^h's side H is because qfthi^ ih^l R^SLiliiliah ^ said: ''Jr i^ 
btsTtr for us ihai way." One should ponder over IhiSs Allah is at all 
times Merciful Ic His servants. 

F!ven when sonieone become^ oveTtAken by a gre^I calamity 
because of his own evildeeds^ he needs only appeal lo His Creator 
admti his own weakness, ^nd that same calamiry becomes rhe 

ciLuse for greater goods 

Our kilama have mentioned quite a few advantages in nol knowing 
Ehe proper time for Laylatul Qadr. Firstly, had wc known t^he actual 
EimF for this biGsed uighln thett would hav« been so many who 
would not have served All^h ai all during the year ot on other 
uighr^. They would only wait for the prescribed night in vhich lo 
petform their ibaadah. A5 things att tiow, one has to stay awake 
and be in (ibaadah) for quite a number of nigj^ls hewing That each 
night is perhaps the night. Thi^ means mare nights in Allah^s 
service and reward for the same* 

Secondly^ There ate among us those who just do not seem to be able 
10 ^void evih Kow extremely dangerous and unforlunaTe for them 
would it be, when in spite of kiT^wing that such-and-such a night is 
Lttylaiul Qadr and then still spend it in sin and evil? OtlCe 
Rasulullah ^ , on enrering the masjid^ saw one of the sahaaba 
sleeping on one side. He said ro Ali ^: "Wake him up so rhai he 
can make wudhu/' This Ah ^- did and Ihen addressed the 
Prophet ^ Ihus: "O Messenger of AllaK you are always first to 
hurry lowards any good deed. Why did yot* not w^kt him up 
yourself^'" To this the Holy Prophei # replied: "l fear on hii 
behalf that this man may refuse and refusal to my command is 
kuft. If he refused your command if would not be kufr (disbelief!." 
"imilarly Allah In His Mctcy does not approve Ihat in spire of 
knowing which night is The real one^ one should still spend it in ^n 
and eviK 

Thirdly, (here are amongst us nowadays some who find it 
impossible lo spend one, two or three nights in ibaadah, while ive 
do not know which is the Night of Powern Now say for arguments 
sakCn we did not know and in spite of rhaT, fot one reason cr 



another, wkhin or oulside our controK wc allowed thai nighl ic go 
by without ibaadah, it i^ an almost certain facl that ihereaftcr^ for 
the re^t of Ramadhiin, no oihet night would have been speni in 
ib^adah. 

^ 

■Fonrlhly.eYery night spcni in ibaadah in search of Laylaml Qadr is 
3 nighi for which sepfltale reward is granted. 

Fifthly^ wt have read Thai AHah boasts with His angels abouT those 
believers who exert themselves in ibaadah during ^flmaJAdn. Now 
«hen they spend 'more nights in Allah's wonhip, more such 
diances of boasting arise. 

In 3[Hte of not knowing when the real nighl of Laylaiul Qadr ]s and 
ahhough ihcy have only a vague idta about its fixed time. sliU they 
exert themselves to the utmost m Allah's service night after Jiighl, 
Such then is their exertion when il is not known, so how much more 
willlhcyexert Ihepiselves when il is knownio [hem? 

There an sure to be other advantages, IT is common knowledge 
ihat Allah often keeps certam things secret to HimMlfn as for 
example, the 'ianui Aa'zam' (the great Name of Allah, whereby, if 
wf call upon Him, He answers). Similar is the case of that special 
moment on the day of Jumu'aa when prayers arf answered. This 
lime too is not known ^^th complete certainty. 

The third point to which attention is drawn i$ The fact that Layiatul 
Qfltfrshould be sought among ihe 9lh, 7lh and 5th. By reading this 
in conjunction with the other Ahaadilh, we come to know that this 
ref«s to the last ten nights of Ramadhan. So which nlghti are 
these? If we start from the 20th, counting up, then Ihete three 
nights are the ZSth, 27th and 29th. if. on the other huid, we stan 
counting fr«n the 29th down, where Ramadhan Jus 29 days, thKe 
nights art the 21st, 23Td and 25th 

From the above one can see how much difficulty there it about the 
correcl date- Among the learned uJama there ate ippoiimaiely 
fifty different opinions. Because of this, some uJatna have said thai 
L^iiii Qa^r does nol fah on one arrd the same uighl every year. 



in ihis yent it fell on one nighl iheii rhe following year it fell on 
another nighl. There are limts when the Holy Ptophti ^ 
commanded the companions to search among a number of nights, 
whereas at other times again he u&ed to fu a certain night 



Abu Hiiraira ^ reports that once doring a conversation with 
the companions, mention was made of LaytatuI^ Qadr. 
Rasulullah ^ asked: "What is the dale today?" They n^kd. 
"Ths 22iid of Ramadhiin Tlie Holy Prophet ^ said: "Search 
tot Laylmu I Qadr in ihe night following this day." 

Abu Zarr .^ ri:pnrts rh^i he inquited of the Holy Prophel ^ 
whether Laylaiiil Qadr was only granted for the lime of the 
duTatiOn ol RasuluHah's f -^ ) life, or whether It continued to 
come afler him. Rasululbh Ef replied: "h conlinues until 
Qiyaaniah ' ! Ihen inqijiccd; "In which section of flflmfldAon does 
it come?" The Prophtl ^ replied; "Search for ii in the first ten 
and in The lasl ten days" Thereafter the Holy Prophel iff 
became busy with other Horh. 1 wailed, and finding another chance 
inquired; "In which section of those ten does laylaiu! Qadr 
come?" Upon this Kd^ulallab ^ became so angry wiih me as 
he had never been before, and said. "If h had been Allah'ii objed 
to make it known, wouJd He not have informed? Search for it 
among the last seven nighES, and aik no more." In anolbei fftidiik 
again Rasulullah ■# is reported lo have told one iahaabi ibat 
Laylatul Qadr was on the 23rd night, 

lb" Abbas ^ related: "While sleeping once, someone iacd lo me 
in my dream: 'Rise up, Thi? is Luyinml Qadr.' 1 woke up and 
proceeded In haste to HasultjIJah ^ There 1 founJ liim in 
salaat. That was the 23rd night," According to olher reporii again, 
Ihe 24tb is Layhtu! Qadr. Abdullah ibn Mas'ood ^ iaid: 
"Whoevisr remacns all the nighls of Ihe ^-ear in ibaadah can find 
Layialui Qadr." (In Other words (hc blesse<] nighl moves 
throughout ^he year and does not necessarily have to come in 
Ratnadhan only.) When this was mentioned to Ubay bin Kaab i^ 
he said: "Yes, people stay awake only on this night and become 
contented." Thereafter he swore by Allah lliat Laytalui Qadr 



comes oti Ihe Uth- Thi^ is also tht vicm-" held by nurriLTous ^^h:]3ba 
as tvcll as Eaabi'ecRr What Ibn Mas^f>od ^^ jind Ubav ^^ 
actually meanE was thai, thaT person who remains in ibaadah aLl 
The niphls of the ye^r wUI certainly JmL wh^n Ldv^arii^ (Jtjtfris, 

Among the Imaamsn the wel[ known opiniori of Imaan Abu Hanifa 
RA. is that Laylatui Qitdr moves ihroughout ih^ vear. ^^hile 
anolher view of his is Ihal il moves aboul throughout The mtmth of 
Ramndhan, His famous sTudenI -followers. Imaan^ Muhanm^ad 
and Imaam Abu Yousuf however, were of ihe opmion that The 
night IS fiKCd on one specific nighT which is unknown, during Ehe 
Holy monlh- While the Shaafi'ee's belieye that il Lome^ roiiTid 
about the 2lst. Imaam Ahmed KA. arid imaani Maahk RA- hold 
the vtew that il comes only among Ihe last ten nights of JJcjmW/rejFi. 
akcTttaling from ytat to year and i^ noi fixed. Bui as for the va^i 
majofily uf the utama their most precious hop* li« in Laylafu, 
Qadr coming amiuatLy on Ihe 27lh. 

Ibn AraTsi saysr ^*ln my opinion Ihe view of those who believe that 
Laylatui Qadr c^u^^s Of] various ntgh Is throughout the vtar. Ls mosr 
correct because twite have 1 seen U m Sha'baan — once on the 15lh 
and once on The !9th^ and twke ha^x^ 1 seen \X jn the twiddle ten 
nightsof^arNfftfyia^i — the I3lh and the r8thr And 1 hjvt -^pen U on 
evftfj night of the last ten. For this reason T am certain llral il 
alternates on all nights Ehroughout Ihe ^ear bul comes mostlv tn 
Ramadfji^n 

Shah WaliyuLlah of Delhi btUevtd ih^t Layiaiui Qadr comes twice 
jvcry year: U) Ont Laylaful Qadr is that one on which AJiahS 
Mmmands are revealed Ho tht angelsl. This is aho the nij^ht on 
which Ihe Holy Qur'aun was sent down Irom tht Al Lo'^hul 
Mahfuz lo IhC btavwis. Thii night docs not cpme m Ramtidhdn 
alone bjl alternates and can come on every other night of the year 
However the night on which the Holy QurGati was revealed fell in 
Ramadhan. lb) The second L(7>i/ff/w/ QoJj^ isfhe one of tremrndou? 
spiritual value, when angcts descend in large numben, while 
shaytaans arc htJd back and when prayers art answered- This 
CQines only in R^madhan dating Ihe uneven' nights of Ibc la^l len 
days. (This view of Stub Wahyuhah used 10 be tnosi acceptable lo 
in> father.) 



Any\*ay, nheTher jhcre ^le xvyy 1 .jytaiul Qudn or tthe;h4?r chert i^ 
onl^ one. ihc facT still remains thji one has lo search foi JL If nol 
ihroughom ilie year. lh*n in Rarniidiniii. HP ihal should prove 
difficult. Ihen during [ht laiE len day?. Whtn thai loa seem^ a bil 
nwmucb iobet:\pei:iai. then only ihe odd nijnibered nighisof rhe 
lasi Teri days. When one had wa^«<?d rht:« too, then b\ no meam 
should.iliv 27tli be allowed lo ^o by. Thus, fv^j; [hi^ugJi ihai may 
nor be ihf much -searched -ior nigbt, then al ki^t (he reward Jni 
ibaadah is received. 

The salaat ol Maghiib .<ntl Bhaa ihroughoul iKeyear should not 
be perfof med withoui jamaa'ahi because if' il Js,i,*r>/iiiu/ Qadr rhe 
reward for boih is so mach more, his a grcal blessing of Allah thai 
flhetioneendeavourifor rclijiious aims and eantioi make a sjcctsj^ 
he is still r-ri^arded for Ihe effort. And inspiw of ihis, ho* few 
tourageoui one's are there ahu do not leave a stone unrutned in 
Iheir services ft>r Decn" On the conlrat^; in ^vorldV^ ailairs when 
one doe? noi break even, hii clloris arc al^n ■.vrittcri off as a Loss. 
Then too in Ihis latter case numerous people bt>ciid their lime* 
efforts and wealth in worldly things Ihal are fruitless and without 
nuTpose. and do not hold any rt*ard or consolation. 
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HADITH NO, 6 

Ubaadah bm Saamil '^ repcnl^ Ihal he ask^ l+ie Holy Propl^ei 
5!^ abaul Laylalul Qadr He replied- "ll is in Ramadkan during 
rheEa&[ lendays, an ihe ui^e^enly numbered nighr^, ?riher \\k 21 %t. 
?Jrd, 25th. 27ih, 29lh or Ihe la&l nighi of Ramadhan. Whiwsoevw 
stands in ibaadah on Ihls night i*ilh sincere Failh and «i[h seriiin<: 
hopes of gainmg reward: his previous sins *jll bt forgivi:ii. Among 
The signs of This nighl is ihai if is a serene, qiiilt shining; nLghl, iwl 
hot, nor cold la^ if Ihrou^h the amounT or&plnlua! Tighl) Ihe moon 
remains clear, wilhnul any rays: unlil the break ordain, ^u iiais 
an^ hi) at The shayaart;t:Fi on Thai nighl Anther sign ib thaT aX rrtom 
Ihi' ^un risFs wiEhout any radianT beams of M^hl, appearing raiher 
!iki^ Ihe moon in ili fullntsi. On that day Allah puhibils Ihe 
^hayaa]c<:n Irom rising jip ii*ith the viT\." 

COMMENTARV 

Part of what has beffrt menlionaj in ih'rs Hadiih has already been 
deal! with. Some signs are meni'oncd dboiii ihe aclual pighl. These 
signs are dear and need no further elucidation. Apart from ihese 
signs, however, (hcfc are other signs iw, ai found in Ihe Hadith 
and in the enperietices of ihoic who had Ihe fortune lo cxpenence 
Laylatui Qaifr. The sign Ihai U, however, most common in the 
Hadiih is (he rising of the sun without any radian! beams of light' 
One sahaabi, Ab'da bin abi Lubaaba t?jT says: "On the evening of 
the ?7fh. I laalcd Ihe walet of Ihe sea and it was swetl ." Ayyub bin 

Khalidsaid:"WhenI once had lowash my self wilhsL-j water, and 
on tailing it. found i[ sweel. This was on Ehe ?3rd night" Some of 
Ihe mash^a'ikh wrolc that on ihc evening of Layiatul Qadr 
everylhiTig ptoslralcs lo Miah io much so Chai Irees fall flat on the 
grtiund then relum to iheir positions, The^c are however Ihings no! 
seen bj ihe ordinary person. 
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HADITH NO. 7 

Aa'ish^ radhiy^VUhu anhi reports: "[ uid; ^O Messenger of 
Albh. H-h?n 1 find my^li \n Layhfu/ Qadr, what shall 1 s^yV The 
Prophet ^ replied: "^^y:0 A/tab, Thou an theOne^hojsr&nls 
fytrrdon for sins. Thou loveifi to pardon, so pardon me/' 



COMMENTARY 

Thi^ 1$ indeed such an ail inclusive prayer, whtrdn one begs thai 
Allah m His Infinile Grace should forgive sin^. If Ihal has been 
ali^ini^dH lh^pa[hrolhcHer£AflGrJ5 secure- Henc^whal else wotild 
one require? Impam Svfyaaia Thowry used to say thai to keep 
oneseU bus^ on this night with duaa is belter than any other forrn^ 
of ibaadah. Jbn Rajab says thai on« should not only remain busy 
with duaan but should lakr part in aJI olh^r forms of ibaadah as 
well. Crg, recitation of the Holy Qur'aon, salaat, duaa, etc. This 
laller opinion ts mosi correct and more nearer to what 
Kasulullah ^ had said as- already mentioned In previous 
Ahaadtth. 



CHAPTER THREE 



ITIKAAF (Sftlusion in the maijid) 

The meanmg of i'rikaaf'K fo seclude onc&elf in ihe mbjid wilh the 
express niyyah (Inlenfion) of itikaaf. According to Ihe Hanafi 
school of [houghl this may be of three diffetent typo. 

a, Waajib iljkaaf (Obligatory i'likaaf) 

/frtaa/" becomes compulsoiy when a person mikci ll obliga- 
lory upon himself. An example of this Ls Ihat when a person 
inakcs a vow lo Allah thai if Allah fulfills a inrlain wish of his, 
Keshan perform so many days r/iiad/. In this case the moment 
his *ish is fulfilled, Vtikaaf becomes comp*ilsory; or a person 
may jjsi make an uncondUional vow whereby he makes 
i'likaaf waajib upon himself for a certain number of days. 
This becomes a doty on him from thai moment onwards, 

b. Sunnal iiikaaf 

This was the general practice of The Holy Prophet # It 
means to ■;e^liide oneself inside Ihe masjid for the last [en days 
of Ramtitlhiin. 
e. Nafl i^Tikaaf 

For nafl iukaaf' no special time and no specific number of 
days are fixed. A person may make a niyyah for any number of 
days al any lime, even for his whole life. While Imaam Abu 
.Hanifah HA, states thai it miisL however be for not less (han a 
fiii3 day. Imaam Muhammad RA. slates [Hat there is no limit 
as to the mimnium period of time. The falwa is on this latter 
vie*. Therefore ii is desirable for anyone enlering a masjid to 
make the niyyah (inieniion) of ^Vjftno/ for the period ihat he 
mill rrmain in ihe masjid. So whiJe he 14 m ibaadah be also 
gams the reward of I'Tikaaf'. 



^V J^ ^i j;l *)jjj ^^l si,jj ,j^\ ^ o> :JLy 

Jj ^j 0; ij^ ^AJU J, lU^j^ jU^l iiL.if^iD ^ 
J-'b .>!. >ji :^\ jii ^ ,V't lii^i 

HADITH NO. I 

Salniaan-^ reporlir'On rhc laslday of STia'baan rhc Mtsscnger 
of Allah addressed us anrf said: O people, there comes over yoii 
now a great monlh, a mosr blessed monlh in which lies a mgliE 
mare grealer in virtue than one rhouiidnJ mcrnihs. Il Is a momh in 
which Allah has made compulsory that (he days shujid be observed 
by fashng. And he has made sunnah ihe Tarawcph by nghL 
WhosotviT intends drawing nearer tu AJIah (>y perfornifng any 
vimrous dted, for hitn shall be the reward Itke h^m who had 
perlornia! a lardh m any other (inie. And whoever ptrforms a 
fardh. for him shall be the reward of sevenly fardh in apy olher 



OBJECTS OF ITTKAAF AND ADVANTAGES 

In view of tlie above, il is advt^iEble tJfar everyone i-nltrmg the 

masjid Ici join the congrtgalinnal prayer, should on cniering tht 

ma^|id. niakr rhc niy^ah forf"j^**nf/;j[i ihai ca«e, ii mr^in^ (hat as 

Umji as he remains bi:sy with salaal, iiltr. listening lo ttclures or 

sermons, he al^o receives ivward for Ihe ilikaaf. \ ainays observed 

<hdi my lale father, whenever he entered the masjld. he used to 

make niyyah For isik^iaf. Occasion a My. by way of (eachiny and 

reminding hia followersH he used to raise his voice «hen reciiinK (He 
niyj'ah. 

IIjc reward for I'fikaaJ k great. The mere fact ThaT The Hofy 
Prophet # always used to perfucm it 15 sufflcienl fo explain Ihe 
virtue thai lies in it. theeiatnpleof him that rusidei^ in the masjid 
mjVjAufl/'isihaiitfa person, whohavmg gone tii a certain place fo 
appeal for something, and then remain* there umil it is granted, 
saying "O Allah. I have placed my humble retjuesT before You, 
and have faith in Your generoslly, and i shall not .Tiove from here 
until my request is granted by You. '" 

When someone i^omes begging to our door and then refuses to leave 
until he has been granted his request, 1 am sure that rven the one 
with the hardest heart amongst us will eventually give in To his 
request. How much more Merciful is Allah. 

Alfaams ibn Qayyim, on explaining the significanee of iiikoaf. 
^iles that Ihe actual aim behind i'likaafii lo divert the heart away 
from everything except Allah, and ;o join it *ith Allah alone, 
Thereby forming a complete spiritual connection with the Creator. 
All worldly connections arc thui cut off for ihe sake of gaining 
Allah's attention. All thoughts, desires, love and devotion become 
centred around Him. In answer to that His love is attained — a love 
and friendship that will be the only friend in the loneliness of the 
grave. When a person has that, then who can possibly imagine the 
great ecstasy with which that time of the grave will be spent? 



In MaraqiulFalaah.lhe aulhor wines Ihal rViioff/; when properly 
and sincerely perfonnedH Is a mosl virtuous deed. One cannol 
possibly enumerate all [be great advaniages and benefils in ii. In 
aclun! fad, what takes plaee in iTilwqf, \s, that ^he heart is dr^wn 
away from everything else except the Crealtir, while our whoLe life i^ 
actually laid down at llis dcM}r«ep- AH the time one remains in 
ibiiadah. Even when one is ^.sleep. one is still in His service, stnving 
for neariwHs lo Him. And Allah says (according lo a Hadiihh 
"Whoever draws near lo Me (the length uf) one hand, then 1 draw 
nearer lohifnilhe length ol") I wu hands; and whoever draws near lo 
Mc by walking, Idraw nearer id him by running." 

WHERE TO PERFORM TTIKAAF 

The besi of places lor i'tika^f'^^ Ihe Masjidn! Har^am in Me<:ca- 
Tlie nexl besi is Ihe Masjiduci Nabawi in Medina, and the next best 
is Bairul Mukaddas- Thereafter, comes the Jaame Ma^jid in one's 
own town, and. la&l but not Ibc Itast* the masjid nearest lo one's 
Lmme. Imaam Abu Hanila RA- stipulates the masjtd should be one 
wherein iht five daily prayers are pcrformedt while [maam Abu 
Yonsuf and [raaam Muhammad are agrc«d that ary masjid 
ftccordin^ [o Ihf Shari'ah can be enlcred fori'tikonf- 

The above is as far as males are concerned. As for the females, ihey 
should perform i'likuuf in the masjids inside their homes. Where, 
however, no masjid -txisiSn and the desire for iVrAfld/be there, one 
seciionof 'he house should be set aside fm [hit purpose- /'fijtaa/i& 
m fatt an easier task for women, A special section of the house, 
most commonly the prayer roomp i^ ser asid« wherein they seclude 
themselves, remaining m ibaadah. The domestic duties can ihen be 
perfDrmcd by Ihe daughters or servants, and the woman in i'tikaaf, 
while remaining in a section of her own house, is spiritually 
rewarded for ii. (It is w vtry unfortunate that in spile of ihe taie, 
out women folk still remain deprived of the blessings of i'iikaaf. 
We here in South Africa ate even more negligent of this sunnah, so 
muchsotlhat many have not even LeHtdofit — Translator). 
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HADlTfl NO- ) 

Abu Saeed Khudari ^ r^pnrt^ Ihal Ra^uiullah i^ once 
pprformed i'tikaafln a rcnl (in^itlc (he niaijid) for ihc lirjt Icn days 
of Ramtidhan ThereaFler he made lor rhc middie ten di(>'s. 
Thereafter he rai^td his head oul of Ihc leni and said "Verily m 
search of fflv/fl/i.^Qfl£^r did IpcHormj fjAua^ for Ihc lirsi icn dsj3. 
I had indeed he^ n shown thai night and ihen made lo furgel, which 
i[ ihallbe. And verily did 1 see myself proslrafm^lo Allah wjih my 
forthead cp mud or rhe morning afier t3iat mghs. Seek luykfat 
Qudr jmoii^ (he lasl fen nj^hT^ of Ramadhan: Seek il among [he 
uneven" ones/' Abu Saecd ^^V ^ays 'Thai same nighl il reined. The 
roof of (he masjid leaked and I •ii,-\ Ra^ulullah (^ performintf 
su)ood in muddy clay." 



COMMEPfTABV 

It mod ra be Ihe general practice of SasutuHah # lo perfonn 
i'likaaf In Ramadhan- Al limes he used lo remain in ihe misjid for 
the whole month and during (he last yepr of his lifr he was in 
iVrtflo/for twenty days. Because he almost always secluded himself 
in the masjid for the last ten days, the ulama consider it sunan 
mu'akkadah to perform i'likaaf foi that period. 

From the above fiadrth tt can be deduced that the major object 
behind i'likaaf was to search tor Laytatul Qadr. What benet 
manner can thete be than to Temnin in ibaadih all the lime, 
whethercne b awake or aileep- FuithermoTe, one in i'tikatif'K free 
from all daily tasks and thus has all the time to devote to liknillah, 
Srhe remembrance of Allah) and meditation. 

Throughout Ramadhan Rasulullah # remainod in ibaadih 
and when the last teg days came along, he had no limit in ejwrting 
himself. He himself remained awake throughout the night and set 
the example by waking up his famtJy for the same putpose. Aa'isha 
radhiyariabu anha reports: "During the latter ten days of 
Ramadhan. Rasulullah # tied his lungi tightly about" him. 
staying awake all night and waking his family (for the purpose of 
ibaadah). "Tied his Lungi tightly about him" means either that he 
knew no limits in ewrting himself in ibaadah; or that he gave due 
importance and prefcrance to ibaadah, and avt^ed all forms of 
seiual contact. 



J-#Ur o'^^inJi ^h -J ^_^]j wyj)^ JiS^, J* :JiSidl 



UADITH NO. 2 



Ibn Abbus ^ relafe thai Rasulullah # said; "T^ person 
perfotmmg I'frtdd/ remains free from sins, and he is indeed sivcn 
ihe same reward as those who do righWous d«di (inspile of nat 
having done those deed^ as a result of having been secluded Jn the 
masjid ">, 



COMMENTARY 

(Note that one rnnainrng secluded in the maijid is not allowed to 
depan from ihere fof *wldly needs. He may only set forth to the 
outside for the calls of nalurt, to perform ablution or ghusi or for 
attending Jumu'aa when that is not perfonned in the same masjid. 
after which he must reium forthwith.) Now this Nadiih pwnts to 
Iwo great benches of i'tikaaf. 

FiTslly, one avoids lin. It is true that it very often happens that one 
falls into sin withootever intending to do so. The world all around 
us is full of temptations. T6 commit sin in the bkased month of 
Ramadhan is indeed « great injustice to ourselves. Throu^ 
remaining secluded in the niasjid, one comptetdy avoids the 
templflhon to sin. 

Secondly, it would appear sutwardly that when one is secluded in 
the masjid. one is auTomatically at a disadvantage by not being 
allowed to perform certain good deeds like joining in funeral 
prayers, anending burials, visiting the sick. etc. That is not so 
because acconJing to this Hqdith one is rawahlcd for these deeds 
even though not performing them. What a great favour froir, 
Allah!! Hq* great is Allah's bountyl If only wf can undcratand and 
properly appreciate these favours. That pro| er appreciation and 
undcr!,landing can only enter our minds when *e have the true love 
andiintrt^rforourOeen. May Allah grant us that. Aameen. 
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ilADTTH NQ. 3 

Ibn Abb^s 43^ n;pofTs ihaT ^hik ht was once ptrfomiing p'Viftflfff 
in The Masjidun Naba^l IProplitl'i masjid), a otrtajn man camt lo 
him, greeted him aiid ^at down. Ibn Abba* h^ said to him: '^l «« 
ihfll yoLi ittsm iad unci trouhled/' The man repliftrf: "Yes^ fS ^on of 
ibe ttndt: of Rasulull^h. ] am mdeed iroubkd Jn thai I have an 
obligdtidn lo IuITlI lo s^meflnt- T swear bv *he hipJmcs^ ol'thc cfim^tc 
oflhis honoured renting pl^celRa^uliil lull's ^ gravcMhat I am 
nolahltlofullil thisobheaMon. " Ibn Ahbas^ inquirtd. "Shall ] 
interci:d^ wiih fhal pcn^dn on your behalf?" The man replied: "By 
all mtanin if you so wish." Ihn Abbas ^^ put on hji shoes and 
proceeded from the m^sjid The niarin seeing fhiSn ^aid: ''Have you 
heti for^Qiien ihal ^Qu ar^ lh i'iikauj^" WUh lear^ filljii^ his i^y^i 



Ibn Abbas ^ replied r 'No. the time is still fresh in my mind when 
1 he^rd Ihc esteemed maslerof [his Toinh ssy: 'Whotver sels fonh 
in fhe way of selthng a nec«sai7 affair on behalf of his brolher, 
Ihpl servKesh^tE bt betler for him Ihen lo perform rukaaff^r leir 
years, vtrid^ia-homsoeverperfornis I'ukaaf for aday^ thereby seeking 
the plcastJre of All^h, Allah will open Ihree trenches belwecn him 
and ilie firt of hell, the widrh uf each irench being rhe ^distance 
btlwten heaven and earlb." 

COMMENTARY 

Two Ihings are ckar from ihisZ/adrYA. In the first place we are toJd, 
Ihal by*way of reward fdr one da/s ifrkaaf, AlJah opens three 
lrenches,be| ween him and rhe fire L^fJahannam. the wdlh of which 
being: ihe distance betx^een [he hedveris ^nd earJh. In bashful 
Ghummah. AUaama Sh^'raani rcL^tes a M^ittffy wherein 
Rasulullah -^ said: *'Whoc^er performs I'tikaaf for the ftnai 
ten da>s Qf ftamndhan. for him is the reward Df two Haj and two 
Umfahs; and whoever perfonrn rHtdJ^/from Maghnb until Ei£haa 
doing nothing excepi perfornuhy salaal and reciting the Qur'utin, 
Allah will prepare a palace for him tn J-mnahn" 

InEhfrstedtid placCn we aretofd Iha^i pLTlbrming afasic on behalf of 
one sbroiherbrings a reward greater than ten years offViida/ For 
Ihis rtasdfi Lbn Abbas ^ brot^e off his i'tikaq/r II was of course 
possible for htm To continue il afterwards- Whai he actually did 
was to leave Ihe masjtd to relieve some suffering of hc^r brothcrn who 
was g'rtaily Iroublcd in heart atid mind. The Sulls say IhaJ Allah 
h^iisymparhy with very few things as Hehas wilha broken heart. [( 
is for this reason ihal weh^vo beeti so much vtarned of the appeals 
to AKah of thai person whose heart we hurt rhrough an unjusl 
trealmeni and pcrsecurionn 

Note thai J /i^tfif/break--^ when one leaves rhe masjid eveta for a duty 
ori behaTf ol a fellow Musltm. When that I'ukaa/i^ waajib. it will 
niexiii Ihat it has lo be performed all over again. Ka^uJultah ^ 
nc^^r IcIT ihe masjid ^xcepi for Ihe calls o1 n^iut^ n^nd ^udhii. A& 

lorrbn Abhas^4*- leaving Ihe masjid lodosomo favour to a friend 
it was m the same spirit thar h Teminisceni of that soldtcr lying 

HUT death on ihc battle field DfYvmouk. relying lo drink water 

iralil hi« DH^bour bid been given lo drink. On the other hand. 

^kowevcr, il is possible thai Ibn Abbu A was perlormtng lutl 

i'tikaaf, in which c*M it wa* permkisibk for him lobrtik iloff. 

In conclusion I now wish to quote one lengthy Hadith, In it many 
vinuet VFT mentioned, and with this do I ctN^ude this book. 
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Ome. Tilts is indeed rhe month of paticncex and the reward for true 
palience Is Jdnn^h (paradise). It is ihc month of symaplhj with 
onc^s fellcwitien. It is (he month whcreui a true believer's rizq is 
increased. Whosoever feeds another who farted, in order to break 
the^ff (al sjnset), for him lh«e shall be forgiveness for his sins 
and emancLparion ^m the fife of Jahanaam (hell), and for him 
shall be the same reward as him (whom he fed) wilhouT Ihal 
person's reward bebig decreased in The leasT/ " 

TTiereupon we said: "O messenger of Allah, nol all of us possess 
the means whereby wq can give a fastmg person to break his/bjf ". 
The Messen^erof Allah rqpHM: ^Allah grants this same reward lo 
him who gives a fasting person to break the_^r a tnere date or a 
drink of water or a sip of milk/ 

This is a month, the TinK of which brings AHah's Mercy, the 
middle of which brings His forgiveness and the last of which brings 
emancipation from the Tire of Jahantiam/ 

Whosoever iessens the burden of His servants (bondsmen) in this 
month, Allah will forgive him and fre* him from the Fire of 
Jahannam/ 

"And in this monih four things you should continue To perfonn in 
great number, two of which shall be lo please your Lmd while the 
othcrtwoshallbethose without which you cannot do. Those which 
shall be lo please your Lord, are that you should in great quantity 
bear witness ihaT there is no deity lo worship eicept Allah (i.e. 
reciletheKalimaTayyibah" Laa ilaahairUI Laahland make much 
Istighfaar (beg Allah's forgiveness wiih Astagbfimilah)/' "And as 
for [hose wifhout which you cannot do, you should beg t>f Allah, 
entrance into paradise and seek refuge in Him from Jahannam. " 

"And whoevergave a penon who fasted water to dnnk, Allah shaJl 
gram him lo drink from my fountain, such a drink whcreafiei he 
shall never ^ain feel rhirsiy until he emei^ Jannah." 

Reponed byibn KhuzaimahinhisSahih 



HADITH NO. i 

tbn Abb^s ^ -^ays thai he hcatd our Njbi ^ say: "V«ily 
Jann.ih beconiti pt-rfumtd with tK* swhIhI fragrance m 
Ramuiihiin, From [b^ bt^ginnmy ol ihe year lill the end. it is being 
brightly decorated for the coining of ihis blessed monlh. And *hen 
the first r^i^hl o^ Rx^madhan Appears, ^ ^ind blows trom beneath 
Ehi."^ Atsh {Thronel. 1( is called Mulheera and cauu^ the leaves of 
the Irees ol lannah to rustic and door haiKlles co sound, whereby 
«trni^ forth such a mckxlioui soimd a^ had never bctn heard 
before The dark eye<1 damst-li ol Jannah Ihtn sKp forth till they 
appear in The cenlre ol she balcontes of J^nnah, cxdaimmg^ "Is 
th(^re anyone tnakincdoaa to Allah for u^ thai Allah may ^in us in 
marriage to him?" Then these damsels oaH out; 'O Rtd^^aii, 
Keeper onamaah.u hat mght islhis?'^ Hp replies: "Labbdik. this is 
jndtL^I the first niehr c\i Ramndhan, when the doors of Jannah art 
opened to those ^-ho observe the fast Irom amon^ ihe ummah of 
Muhammad #" " Rasulullah r^ further said "Allah says: 
"O Kidi^aan. open the dt^r-^ ul Jannah and O Maalik. Ueeper of 
Jahajina3tt> c]<y^c (he doors of lahannatn for cb^^ic who f«jr trom 
amonjtthe uttimah ol Ahmad ^ . O JJbra'il proceed down to the 
tanh and bind all the rebcUious shaylaan^n put them in chains and 
ca^r Ihem in the L>ceans ^cj that they make no mischict. iherehy 
^pirhrhng rhe/iis^ of the ummah of My belove*! Mnhammad J"* " 

AHah commands a caller from (he heavens to c^ll out Ihrce limes 
on every one of the ni^hi^ of R^madhan' "Is there anyone beggitig 
of Me Ihal I may grant him ^li desire? Is there anyone rtpenlJng lo 
Mc thai \ may ttirn in Mcrcj Eo him? Is there anyone begging for 
ftrgivenesi that I nia^ forgive him? Who is there who shall give a 
Loan To the One; whose wealth does noi dimmish, and the One; who 
duly fulfils without unjust deductions/' 

Rasulullah ^ said furthan ''Every day at the Lime of iflaar 
Allah sets freeone thousand souls from the Rre of lahanmm. ah of 
whom had already earned en|ranc« into Jahannam- On the last 
night He «|s free as many a^ had betn set free throughout the 
monlhr On the night of iay/nrw^Qcac/r Allah commands Iibra'tl AS- 
to descend to The eaftb with a group of MaUaikah- They descend 



carrying a green Hag ^*hich is Ihen planted on li-p of the Ka'bah^ 
libra'il AS- himsdf has iine humlrol wings, T*vij oi which are MiLy 
spread QUE on this nigbi. He sprtadrk out the$e iwo wings so Lhat 
iheir widtb pilends Irom easi fo west Jibra'il alayhis ^aUam Ihen 
^nd^ cLiI The Malaa'ikdh in ill diiv^liiui^ to rccile ^ataam upon 
everybody Ihey find standing in prayer or sitTinj^, pciforming salaal 
and celebrating the praises of Allah- They shake handi wilb fhcm 
and sav Aainecn lo all [birir duaa^ until dawn breaks. When dawn 
comes, Jibra'ii AS., calk out: Depart O Malaa'ikah of Allah, 
depart,' 



" 



The Malaa'ikah then inquire: "O Jibra'ii but what did Allah do 
regarding the ncoSsthal Che faithful one* from amnng the ummah 
of Ahmad # put before Him?" Jibra'il AS. replies "Allah 
looked al ihcm with Merey and pardoned iheni all except fout 
kindi of people." 

Thereupon, we the sahaaba inquired: "Who are they, 
Rasulullah?" Rasulullah ^ replied: "They are [he on« who 
are addicted to wine drinking, thc^c disobedient to thcit parents, 
those who cut ihem^dves olT from iheir near relatives and those 
who harbour ili-feelings in their hearts against Iheir fellow brethren 
and break off relations with them." 

"And then the txijihi of Eidul Rtt, the night that is called Laylatul 
Jaa'i/ah, llhe mghi of pr\7e givjngl, tomes along. On the morning 
of Fid, Allah ^cnds down the Malaa'ikah to all the lands of the 
earth where they take Iheir positions, calling out wJlh a voice that is 
heard by all except men and Jinn: "O ummah of Muhammad, 
come lorfh from your houses towards a Lord that is Noble and 
Giacmus. Who grants much and pardons the major sins." When 
(hey proceed forward towards Ihe places for [heir Eid salaaT, Allah 
'.ays ui Ihe Malaa'ikah: "What indeed is the rewarf of lhat 
cmpbyec who had rendered his services?" The Malaa'ikah reply: 
"O i>uT Lord and Master, it n only riRht that he shall rective hit 
rew.ird in full for his services/' 



Allah ihen %ays: "1 call you to witness, O My Maiaa'iliah, thai far 
Ihcii having failed for Mt during Ihe monTh of Ramadhan. and for 
Iheir having stood before Me in ptayer by nighl, I have granied lo 
thorn as reward My pleasure and have granTed Iheni forgiveness. 
My ■.eT\anls, ask now of Me, foT 1 swear by My Honour and 
Greamcss. Ihal whaiwever yoj shall beg of Mt rhis day m This 
assembJvofyours for the needi of your Hereafter, } ^haU grant you; 
and whatsoever von shall ask for your worldly needs. I shall look at 
yon favourably. 0> Mv Honour, do I swear, as long as you shall 
obey My connnaruK I shall cover yonr faults. By My Honour arid 
My greatness diN I sKrjr. thai I shall never disgrace you among iht 
evil'doing ones and disbelievers. Depart now from here^ you are 
forgiven. You have indeed pleased Me and 1 am pleased uirb you. 

The Malaa'ikah, on ^eing this great reward bestowed upon Ihc 
ummah of Muhammad i^ become greatly pleased and happy. " 

(O Allah make us a!so of those fortunate ones. Aamecn.) 



COMMENTARY 

The previous pages of this book have already dealt with almost all 
that is contained in this last long Htsdiih. A lew points need 
attention. We see here that there are a few people who are deprived 
of forgiveness in Ramadhan and are unfortunate indeed in not 
being able lo share the great gifts of Allah on the morning uf Eid, 
Among them are those who light and argue among themselves and 
those disobedient to ihdr parents. 

Let us put one quesdon to them; "You have di:>p]eased Allah and 
having done so. what olher refuge do you now have besides Allah'" 
We leel indeed sad that lor some reason or other you have made 
voiifselves the fargei tor the cutse oi Allah. His Rasul f^ and 
Jibrsil AS., while at the same lime being ejicJuded Irom Allah's 
freely granted forgiveness. Who else can now grant yoo refuge^ 
Who and s^hnt can stand by your side when you carry the curse ol 
Rasulullah ^ ? Who can help you rfhcn tven he had niadedufli 
against you? 



[ implon you my dtar brothers (and siiien^K think about your 
p^^iilion at rhjs moinenr Think, and desJsi from all rhat dr3ws you 
away from Allah [ here is Titnt lo repafcr and rtpcni and no^ ii Ihal 
time. Tomtirmw you shall have to iland before a Judgtr before 
TAhiJTTi no rankn honour. posJItoti and weallh shall avail you — a 
]udj{e before whom only achons ^hall count and Who is awart of 
our evtry movemepl. Remember ihaT Allah may forgive dur fauH?; 
a? lar as our relalionshcp wjih Him h concerned, bul wjTI ikx 
k^rgivc wuhoui penally, our fauUs in our relations wuh our feUcM- 
men. 

Rasulullah 5i#r said: "*Thp banknipT out from anrong my 
ummah h Ihal person, who shall appear on the day of Qiyaamah, 
bringinR wiih him righteous deeds like saJaal. sowm fFajti and 
charily. However he had also sworn al someone^ falsely accused 
someone eTst and hurt someone, wkh The resull ihal ail Iheie 
people shall come forward with actions agamsl him. bearing 
whne^s against him. As a penalTy his good deeds shall be taken 
a^ay and pranied to the aftlicfed ones. And when his ^ood deeds 
^hall cotne to an end. in rht^ matiner, their sins, sh^ll be Ibrowq 
upon hkni (when he is not able to pay the tul] penafty Tht^ugh fack 
of good deeds). Hence m (his manner he shall enter Jahannam". So 
■frc see. that in^pileof many good deedsn he shall fail. (O Allah save 
us Ironi that) 

Another point is worth emphasising in this connection. Numerous 
times we have read about so many deeds through which lor^tveness 
comes. The qucsla^jn now an^es that when forgiveness is bem^ 
granted* why should il be granted time and again "^ In other wordSj 
once 3 person had been forgiven, there are no iins left on him. So 
lAhy is fot^tveiicss granted again? The answer to that is that when 
lorjiiveness eomes to a person wilh sins on him. it wdl mean those 
sini are wiped away^ but when ht has no sins )l wiJJ mean that 
mercy is grai^ted to him. 

A further mitreslmg point to note is [ha[ Allah time and agaiti calls 
the Maba^ikdh to witness. I'he question may arise; Why is that so? 
Here (;ne siimild bear in-mind 'hat. that is the way the alfair% of 
Qiyaamah al The time of reckoning have tfcen laid down thai a 



itiin^s shalt be brought forward to Eesiiiy. H«ncc The Rasuls sh^lJ 
be required to bring wifMSSK as TO whether I hey had deUvtred Ihe 
message. Very often our Nabi ^ used to say: "Verily you shall 
be a^ked about me (and my mi5$ion>r So bear wilness Thar I did 
deliver the niessage/' 

In Bukhari we read a Hadith: "On the day of Oiysamah Nooh 
alayhis salaam shall be called and asked: ^DJd you deliver ihe 
message in Ihe proper mannet?" He shall reply" 'Yes 1 d*d\ Then 
hi^ ummah ^hall be asked: "Did he delirer the message?'^ They 
shall reply: ''No^ neilher did a bringer of giad tidings come to us 
nor did & wamer/' Thereupon Nooh alayhis salaam shall be called 
to bring a wjtne^s^ He shall eall upon Muhammad's { ^ ) 
ummah. This ummah shull be called forward and Ihey ^haJi testify 
(as to (he tniih of Nooh aEayhis salaam's evidence-) 

En some versions of this Hadiih Ibis ummah shall be cross 
quesrioned: ''How do you Vnow thai Nooh alayhis salaam did 
deliver the commands of Allah, when you were nol prEsenI at Ihe 
time?" They shall reply: "OutNabi ^ informed us of that- The 
Book of Tnilh revealed to him informed us of that/' 

In thi^ same manner all the Ambiyaa shall be queslloned^ For {his 
The Quraan KaHm says: 

"Thu^ we made you an ummah. JusTly balaitced, i hat you mlghf hp 
irjVjtej,TH over t/ie ^lafions." 



Iniajm Raflzi s^rilcs ihal on (he day of Qiyaamah there shall be 
lour lypes of vJitnesses: 

n. The M^^laAlkah The Qar'aatt say^r 



"'Aitii there will com^ ff>nh e^ry jout: h ih each wili t?e ian 

"NoiG word'd^^jhi ulterbut thert is a Sef$tin^l by himrwdy 

"But veri/y over you iare a ppoiaied nngelL/ io protect you, kind 
and hono^ruhle^ wnitng do^^fl your tfe^ds, thut th^ kno^ and 
unilerstiind a/t ihat vmt dit^ fLXXXIII: 12} 



b, Tht Ambiyaa The Qur'aan iayi: 

^^Arid I wffi a y^ilnesi over them while / dwelt among them." 
fV^ 120/ 

"Auil hf^^' iholt it he u/hen we th^lt hriTig /^^rih ^very luiti^m r 
with i/j wiiftesi, iind shall bring you forth, O Prophfty 4ts 
>^itness oyer these fthe ummahf?' 



c- Tht>, ummah ol Muhammad ^ The fulltmin^ vct^ refers 
to thi!;: 

"The Pmphet'i ai^J th^ Wf'rttfsses^itf he br€ju^hf fvr^urd/' 
d. Thepatt of man's body. Thus ih^Qur'ui^n stales: 



"Thai day shaU "te set a seal on iheir mouihi: but their 
hands wilt speak to us and their feel bear vjitness in ail they 
did." 
IXXXVI: 65t 

The lasl Madith under discussion aJ^o brings oiil one joyous 
iin:ssage lo ihe fonunate ones. Allah says thai He ihall not disgrace 
and liumiliaTe those who performed ihelr duties in from of (and 
among) the unbeliever* and evil doers. Is not that in itself a great 
[avour? Furlher Ht shall hide our faults and not reveal it to them. 

Abdullah ibn Umar ^ reports That RasuluUah # said: "On 
ihe djy of Oiyaamah Allah shall call a be!ie\er to draw near [o 
Him. A corrain shall be drawn so thai none may srt. Allah shall 
Then remind him of each and every fault of his which he shall be 
obliged 10 admil. Seeing Ihe great amount of his fauhs.lhar person 
shall leel thai he had indeed failed and shaU pensh. Bui then Allah 
shall say; "In ihe woHd did I cover your faults and loday loti do I 
hide ihem and forgive Them for you." Thereafter his book of good 
deeds shall be given tu him. 

The contents of Ihis Hadilh is contained in so many other Ahaadith 
as well. One should therefore be careful of not humiliating and 
attacking the righteous ones for their faults. It is aho possible that 
we may be the real losers through backbitiTig and peering ai those 
who in Iheir own manner seek to please Allah. IT is possible that 
Allah may cover their faults and forgive them through the blessings 
ofiheiroihergooddeeds, while we who continue 10 backbite, scofl 

and jeer at Ihem, may be the cause of our destruction, (May Allah 
in His Mercy pardon us aM.) 

This Haitirh also states thai the night before the day of Eid is called 
the night of prize-giving, the ni>;hi when Allah gives the true 
reward. This nighl loo should be properly apprtcialed. El is also 
common thai once Ihe announcement has been made IhaT 
rom'irrow is Eid, The majorhy of us on this night enjoy ourselves in 
steep, whereas this loo is a night thai should be speni in ibaadah, 
Rasuldllah ^ said; "Whoever remains awake for ibaadah on 
the night ^preceding Eid), with the aim of gaining reward, his heatt 
shall not die on thai day *hen hearts shall die." The meaning here 



iv Ihai ai the \'mK whcr evil will hjve taken possession 'of a!!, hii 
liearc ihall ■.lay alive (gif^rtlcd ii^ainsl evil) and Vi:ep him away 
Irum flvil. ri may also tcfeT lo ihe lime i^htn Ihe hiigJc shall be 
blown to fier.-ilil on (ho day of Oivaumah. On ihal tliiy hii ^oul shall 

no( l>etO[Tii' untimsL'iims- 

fiasulullah »ff is also teporleU lo tiji'e said: "Whoever ^lays 
jwaJtt llir ibaadah on ihe follo^inj; nii-hli, ■;hal| eiilcr lannah: 
Laylaiiii Taruiyah (ihe tiighr alter the icvcnih Zil Hijjah), Laylalul 
Arnia UMc nij-hi aJter Ihe eighrh Zil Hjjjah?. Laylalun Nahr (ihc 
nijjhr atrcrihe ninlh day of Zil Hijjih), ihf^ nighr preceding Eidul- 
Filr and ihe mght preceding the ISlh of Sha'baan. 

The jurists of Islam have i^riflcn fhal il is mu^fahab lo remain in 
ibaadahon boih ihe nighls olFEid. Imaam Shaali\?p is t^^pcjrted lo 
have iaid rha( duaa^ are aiiswurt^d on The nights of Friday (The 
nighi aft^r Ihc day of ThursdayJ, the T«o Elds urd on ihe night 
preceding Ihe fifteenth cjf Sha'baan. 

Among the pious in Tslatn, il is said Ihal because of Thee^reptlonal 
gTcamess o1 Kriday night, one should 5pend thi^ nighi in ibaadah 
during ihc monlh of Runmdhun Bui Ihere are some Ahaaduli 
rthcrt'in i*e art prikhihiled from fmnj; i^nly ihai nighi lor ibaadah, 
il is beil Ihatone \tx Two other nighls shuuld bejumed wilh i(. 

I have no* comt Eu ihc end ol ihis hwk, in conclusion, hoping 
Ihal Ihis shall be of bcfleili lo Ihose who wtk Allah's pleasure, I 
heg and implore al] readon in make duaa lor me, the humbJe 
*riierof Ihese pagev dunng t>'osesosci;il hours oi Ramadhan. [>o 
menliofi me loo in your duaa^ and bep of Allah ihal He in HIv 
Inlirme Grjci: jnd Mercy also best ow Hi^ Merty and pkaiure upMi 
nit A^iriicen. 



COMMENTART 

AH the pcanJs to *hich thn Hudish draws aneniion have been 
fuTlher emphasised In numerous olhet Ahaadhh dd the grear 
virtues of Ramadkan. Quite a number of important poinu are 
brought to OUT notice. 

Rntly, it should be natecL that Ra&ulullah # delivered fhks 
MTmon BI the end of the month of Sha'bian, the <*vkiU5 iramn 
being thai he ^niended to put ui(o out mind& the grtat importance 
of VfamjiJhanso that WE on oLir side could remember ind not allow 
one iecond of it to go by »i«ioiii giving it the true spinl ii dewTvei, 
Thereafter atlentLon it drawn lo Laylaiui Qadr. about wtiich more 
is said lattr. Then attention i; drawn to the fact thit fisting has 
been made compjlaory by All^h Who also nude sunnih the 
Taraweeh salaat by night- 

From thU HaJUh it is noltd that ihc command for Taraweeh 
prayers loo comes from Allah Himself ALl tbe authorities of the 
Ahlus Sunnah wal Jamaa^ah arc agreed upon the fact (hat 
Tarawceh ii sunnah, 

Maulana Shah Abdulbaq Dehlawi wrote in bis book "Maa 
Thabata Bis Sunnah" rhat should the people of any town fail la 
perform Taraweeh pra\crs, the Muslun ruler ^ould maihe them do 
so bj fojct. 

Here one poinL sboukl be noted: Many an of the <^nion that one 
may liswn lo the Qur'aan being reeiTed in a certain masjid, where- 
after the virtue of the sunnah «ill have been attained. Th» n 
*i!vng. There are t»o things: Fimly, it is sunnah to hear ihe ftiH 
Qar'aaa being recited in Taraweeh in Ramadhan. Secondly^ it is 
sunnah to perform Tarawech salaaf throu^nul Ramadhnn. Both 
should be performed wjib care. 

As for those who are on a jOLmey and unable lo perfbrm both 
sunan. because of'not knowing whefe they will be lal different 
placet). Then it a ad'im^k that in the tint tew dtytofRanadkan 
[hejihould have ihe hill QiirMH lead in Taraweeh to that a does 
not remain incomptdcly rvciled. Then (hey should aneod 
Taraweeh wherever Ihey fiiid the opportunity. 



